Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne 127

He came to that which was His own, bur His own did not receive Him. John 1:11

CCF Study Notes
Tuesday 7 AM Study

cam -est to earth for me; But in Beth - le-hem’s home was there
claim - ing Thy roy - al de - gree; But of low - ly birth didst Thou
shade of the for - est tree; But Thy couch wasthe sod, O Thou
set Thy peo - ple free; But with mock-ing scorn and with
com - ing to vic - to ry, Let Thy voice call me home, say - ing,
DR g e £
S : s N B,
a ror 4
IRefrain
/T - S P ERN VI VI I U R
T Py
D) o LT ~— — 'vel & o -6‘!-— o H o
found no room For Thy ho - ly na-tiv - 1 - ty. 0]
come to earth, And in great hu - mi - 1 - ¢ty. O
Son of God, In the des - erts of Gal - i - lee. O
crown of thorn They bore Thee to Cal - va - ry. O
“Yet  there is room— There is room at My side for thee.” My

come
come
come
come

to
to
to
to

my heart, Lord
my heart, Lord
my heart, Lord
my heart, Lord

heart shall re-joice, Lord

de -
Je -
Je -

Je

sus—There is
sus—There is
sus—There is

- sus—There is
Je - sus, When Thou com - est and call- est for

room in my heart for
room in my heart for
room in my heart for
room in my heart for

Thee!
Thee!
Thee!
Thee!
me!

TEXT: EmilyE. S. Elliotr
MUSIC: Timethy R. Matthews

MARGARET
Irregular meter

f) 2 ‘ .
i e e e e e — e 12 December 2006
¥ — S— S L1 ’I ﬁ ® s _izit&ﬁj
D) pv’g 5. L 1 Peter 5
1. Thoudidst leave Thy throne and Thy kihg - ly crown When Thou
2. Heav-en’s arch - es rang whenthe an - gels sang, Pro - Before beginning to read from 1 Peter, let us spend time in prayer, considering our place and
3. The fox - es foundrest, and the birds their nest In  the task on earth. Let usask God to help us do the following:
4. Thou cam - est, O Lord, with the liv - ing word That should . i L
5. When the  heav'ns shall ring and the an - gels sing At Thy 1. Shepherd the flock of God if it is our calling, willingly, eagerly, and gently by example,
. " o oy F: - 1 2. Be humble, submitting to one another and casting our cares on God,
%ﬂ i II' : ! ; : : —JG 3. Live wisely so asto be victorious over Satan,
¥ PERNVERN | PERY) 4. Be patient while being perfected, established, strengthened and settled through suffering,

5. Take hold of that true grace of God in which we stand,
6. Know the fellowship of the elect of every nation, and
7. Bealwaysin Christ, that we may know the peace of God.

A few final exhortations concerned with the order and unity and preservation of the church end
this letter from Peter. The theme is “standing in God's grace”. The context is the growing
persecution of Christians.

(5:1-4) The older and more mature among the elect are set apart as leaders. There are times
when leaders regret their position; they are grieved when those under their care suffer
persecution for following Christ. Leaders are sensitive to their own failures. Peter is such a
leader. Our pastors are such leaders. What encouragement is offered to shepherds, to leaders?

First, Peter stands beside these leaders, and so we must encourage our pastors and elders.
Leaders are not to be hung out to dry, even when they seem to fail in their calling. Second, they
must be reminded that God’s Chosen One suffered for us. If our Lord suffered, can we expect
anything less? Third, they must look to that unfading crown of glory that awaits faithful
servants. They can expect no earthly glory for their service, but only infamy and reviling. Yet
they can expect an eternal weight of glory. Fourth, these leaders are exhorted as to how they
are to serve God. They are to watch over God's flock as shepherds. It is an honor and joy to
serve God in thisway. They are to keep the “edge”, serving with all strength and enthusiasm,
honestly earning the rewards of faithful service. They are to be “servant leaders,” leading by
example. Leaders serve under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who knows their trials, and
who will reward their faithful service.

Those who have been long in the faith are, in some sense, “elders’, as are all who have been
trained in the word. The question is not whether or not we have the formal position or title, but
whether we are serving in obedience to our calling — are we shepherding God's flock? Maybe
that flock is a Sunday school class, or a small group, a family, a group of neighbors, or a group
of friends. Are we looking out for their spiritual well-being?



(5:5-7) Elders cannot shepherd sheep that will not follow, saints that will not submit to authority.

Our old nature tends toward anarchy and to dislikes every authority placed over us. We want to
go our own way and do our own thing. As younger people we are to submit to the authority
that God has placed over us for our benefit and protection. There are no conditions on this
command: we are to submit to the authority of our elders whether or not we agree with our
elders, whether or not it hurts to submit, whether or not we see our elders as wise and godly
examples, whether or not we consider ourselvesto be elders.

The principle is general: We are all to submit to one another in humility; there are no
exceptions. We break fellowship and harmony when we put our will before the needs and will
of others. Humility is the clothing that covers the nakedness of our old, selfish nature. Why
does the spirit give us such a broad rule?

We need God's grace more than anything in this world. But pride disqualifies us from
receiving God's unmerited favor. God cannot show His favor to those who think or act as if
they somehow earned, deserved, or are entitled to His special favor. We demonstrate our
attitude toward God by the way that we deal with our brothers and sisters in Christ. By
humility we demonstrate our readiness to receive God's grace as grace. How much is God’s
grace worth to us? What should we change about our lives to show God how much we value
Hisgrace? It isinteresting to compare the 1 Peter 2:1-3 with the present passage.

Our attitude toward earthly authority changes completely when we view it as God's mighty
hand at work on earth. But how are authorities appointed? God exalts people to the place of
authority; men do not appoint authorities nor do we take authority for ourselves. By His mighty
hand God cares for us, so we can cast our cares on God. God cares for us by appointing some
as shepherds and by enabling those who serve as shepherds and enabling all of us to submit to
His authority. Where do divisions and rebellions come from? Is it not from the cares and
worries which we have not entrusted to God?

(5:8-9) Many people today see themselves as victims of genetics or upbringing or environment.
We are called to be watchful and self-controlled. We watch out for those things that will bring
us harm. We must control personality traits that lead us into temptation. We turn our worries
and cares over to God, yet we are not to be careless about how we live. Just as our confidence
grows out of the reality of God and His love for us, so our careful lifestyle grows out of an
acknowledgement of the reality of the devil and his evil intent and action toward us. The devil
walks about here on earth. He is aformidable adversary, though ultimately judged and defeated
by the work of Christ on the cross. Heis aroaring lion, seeking to so frighten us as to respond
foolishly. Satan is no friend of ours that we should toy with him. He seeks to devour and
destroy us. So we must be wise, watchful and self-controlled lest the devil get the better of us.

How can we stand against the devil? We can resist Satan, knowing that he must flee those who
resist him. We must be steadfast in our faith, always looking to Jesus as our Savior and
Defender. We stand in the knowledge that our suffering is only that which is common among
our brothersin Chrigt, so that we are not frightened or destroyed by them.

(5:10-11) The theme of this letter is God's grace, so the benediction speaks of the “God of all
grace”. To the Jewish mind this picture of God would be different and foreign — yet refreshing.
Why? Christ Jesus has called us to His eternal glory. When we are “in Christ,” His glory is our
glory. Satan offered Jesus the passing glory of earthly when tempting Jesus in the desert. Jesus
chose the way of the cross— the way through suffering, death, and resurrection to eternal glory.

In the midst of the benediction we find a promise that we will suffer “for a while’. The
references to times and periods of time in this letter make for an interesting study. Why not
read through the letter again and note down the references? The fact is that our suffering lasts
for just a short time here on earth. Those who are punished in hell will suffer for all eternity.
The purpose of our suffering isthat we be perfected, established, strengthened and settled.

The purpose of our existence is to glorify God in Christ, that He may have dominion forever
and ever. When we submit to one another we glorify God in showing His new life at work in us.
Likewise we show that, in Christ, we submit to God’s dominion in our lives, becoming subjects
of His kingdom.

(5:12) Silvanus or Silas was either the scribe who transcribed this letter or the messenger who
carried it to the various churches — or both. Peter the letter by his assurance that he considers
Silvanus to be a faithful brother. Though brief, this letter is packed with important truth. The
dual work of thisletter is to exhort to action and testify to the truth about the grace of God. We
stand by God's grace alone. God's grace has been the focus of this whole letter. It is very
important for us to understand God’ s grace to us and live in light of that grace.

(5:13) Peter sends greetings from the church in Babylon. Jews remained in Babylon for many
centuries after a small band of Jews returned from captivity in Babylon. Babylon had fallen but
was not destroyed and continued to be home to many Jewish people. No matter whereJohn
Mark was with Peter. This Mark was probably the author of the gospel according to Mark,
occasional companion of Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys and the reputed founder of
the church at Alexandria. Perhaps Peter calls Mark his son because Mark met Christ under
Peter’s ministry. Acts 12 tells us that Peter was well known at John Mark’ s house.

(5:14) We are to greet one another with outward, visible demonstration of our love for one
another — not mere earthly love, but that true love that exists only within God’'s family. Peter
bids us “Shalom” who have found true peace in Christ. We may be pilgrims of the dispersion,
but we are at peace and at home in Christ. Peter joins Paul in teaching the vital importance of
our position “in Christ”. Many aspects of the Christian life cannot be understood apart from
thisteaching. In Christ we have grace and peace in the midst of earthly trials and suffering. So
beit!

P.S. Recordings and notes for these studies are available at http://www.jstoker.name . A
podcast is available at http://feeds.feedburner.com/CCF-T-Podcast .
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A few final exhortations concerned with the order and unity and preservation of the church end
this letter from Peter. The theme is “standing in God's grace”. The context is the growing
persecution of Christians.

(5:1-4) The older and more mature among the elect are set apart as leaders. There are times
when leaders regret their position; they are grieved when those under their care suffer
persecution for following Christ. Leaders are sensitive to their own failures. Peter is such a
leader. Our pastors are such leaders. What encouragement is offered to shepherds, to leaders?

First, Peter stands beside these leaders, and so we must encourage our pastors and elders.
Leaders are not to be hung out to dry, even when they seem to fail in their calling. Second, they
must be reminded that God’s Chosen One suffered for us. If our Lord suffered, can we expect
anything less? Third, they must look to that unfading crown of glory that awaits faithful
servants. They can expect no earthly glory for their service, but only infamy and reviling. Yet
they can expect an eternal weight of glory. Fourth, these leaders are exhorted as to how they
are to serve God. They are to watch over God's flock as shepherds. It is an honor and joy to
serve God in thisway. They are to keep the “edge”, serving with all strength and enthusiasm,
honestly earning the rewards of faithful service. They are to be “servant leaders,” leading by
example. Leaders serve under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who knows their trials, and
who will reward their faithful service.

Those who have been long in the faith are, in some sense, “elders’, as are all who have been
trained in the word. The question is not whether or not we have the formal position or title, but
whether we are serving in obedience to our calling — are we shepherding God's flock? Maybe
that flock is a Sunday school class, or a small group, a family, a group of neighbors, or a group
of friends. Are we looking out for their spiritual well-being?



(5:5-7) Elders cannot shepherd sheep that will not follow, saints that will not submit to authority.

Our old nature tends toward anarchy and to dislikes every authority placed over us. We want to
go our own way and do our own thing. As younger people we are to submit to the authority
that God has placed over us for our benefit and protection. There are no conditions on this
command: we are to submit to the authority of our elders whether or not we agree with our
elders, whether or not it hurts to submit, whether or not we see our elders as wise and godly
examples, whether or not we consider ourselvesto be elders.

The principle is general: We are all to submit to one another in humility; there are no
exceptions. We break fellowship and harmony when we put our will before the needs and will
of others. Humility is the clothing that covers the nakedness of our old, selfish nature. Why
does the spirit give us such a broad rule?

We need God's grace more than anything in this world. But pride disqualifies us from
receiving God's unmerited favor. God cannot show His favor to those who think or act as if
they somehow earned, deserved, or are entitled to His special favor. We demonstrate our
attitude toward God by the way that we deal with our brothers and sisters in Christ. By
humility we demonstrate our readiness to receive God's grace as grace. How much is God’s
grace worth to us? What should we change about our lives to show God how much we value
Hisgrace? It isinteresting to compare the 1 Peter 2:1-3 with the present passage.

Our attitude toward earthly authority changes completely when we view it as God's mighty
hand at work on earth. But how are authorities appointed? God exalts people to the place of
authority; men do not appoint authorities nor do we take authority for ourselves. By His mighty
hand God cares for us, so we can cast our cares on God. God cares for us by appointing some
as shepherds and by enabling those who serve as shepherds and enabling all of us to submit to
His authority. Where do divisions and rebellions come from? Is it not from the cares and
worries which we have not entrusted to God?

(5:8-9) Many people today see themselves as victims of genetics or upbringing or environment.
We are called to be watchful and self-controlled. We watch out for those things that will bring
us harm. We must control personality traits that lead us into temptation. We turn our worries
and cares over to God, yet we are not to be careless about how we live. Just as our confidence
grows out of the reality of God and His love for us, so our careful lifestyle grows out of an
acknowledgement of the reality of the devil and his evil intent and action toward us. The devil
walks about here on earth. He is aformidable adversary, though ultimately judged and defeated
by the work of Christ on the cross. Heis aroaring lion, seeking to so frighten us as to respond
foolishly. Satan is no friend of ours that we should toy with him. He seeks to devour and
destroy us. So we must be wise, watchful and self-controlled lest the devil get the better of us.

How can we stand against the devil? We can resist Satan, knowing that he must flee those who
resist him. We must be steadfast in our faith, always looking to Jesus as our Savior and
Defender. We stand in the knowledge that our suffering is only that which is common among
our brothersin Chrigt, so that we are not frightened or destroyed by them.

(5:10-11) The theme of this letter is God's grace, so the benediction speaks of the “God of all
grace”. To the Jewish mind this picture of God would be different and foreign — yet refreshing.
Why? Christ Jesus has called us to His eternal glory. When we are “in Christ,” His glory is our
glory. Satan offered Jesus the passing glory of earthly when tempting Jesus in the desert. Jesus
chose the way of the cross— the way through suffering, death, and resurrection to eternal glory.

In the midst of the benediction we find a promise that we will suffer “for a while’. The
references to times and periods of time in this letter make for an interesting study. Why not
read through the letter again and note down the references? The fact is that our suffering lasts
for just a short time here on earth. Those who are punished in hell will suffer for all eternity.
The purpose of our suffering isthat we be perfected, established, strengthened and settled.

The purpose of our existence is to glorify God in Christ, that He may have dominion forever
and ever. When we submit to one another we glorify God in showing His new life at work in us.
Likewise we show that, in Christ, we submit to God’s dominion in our lives, becoming subjects
of His kingdom.

(5:12) Silvanus or Silas was either the scribe who transcribed this letter or the messenger who
carried it to the various churches — or both. Peter the letter by his assurance that he considers
Silvanus to be a faithful brother. Though brief, this letter is packed with important truth. The
dual work of thisletter is to exhort to action and testify to the truth about the grace of God. We
stand by God's grace alone. God's grace has been the focus of this whole letter. It is very
important for us to understand God’ s grace to us and live in light of that grace.

(5:13) Peter sends greetings from the church in Babylon. Jews remained in Babylon for many
centuries after a small band of Jews returned from captivity in Babylon. Babylon had fallen but
was not destroyed and continued to be home to many Jewish people. No matter whereJohn
Mark was with Peter. This Mark was probably the author of the gospel according to Mark,
occasional companion of Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys and the reputed founder of
the church at Alexandria. Perhaps Peter calls Mark his son because Mark met Christ under
Peter’s ministry. Acts 12 tells us that Peter was well known at John Mark’ s house.

(5:14) We are to greet one another with outward, visible demonstration of our love for one
another — not mere earthly love, but that true love that exists only within God’'s family. Peter
bids us “Shalom” who have found true peace in Christ. We may be pilgrims of the dispersion,
but we are at peace and at home in Christ. Peter joins Paul in teaching the vital importance of
our position “in Christ”. Many aspects of the Christian life cannot be understood apart from
thisteaching. In Christ we have grace and peace in the midst of earthly trials and suffering. So
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A few final exhortations concerned with the order and unity and preservation of the church end
this letter from Peter. The theme is “standing in God's grace”. The context is the growing
persecution of Christians.

(5:1-4) The older and more mature among the elect are set apart as leaders. There are times
when leaders regret their position; they are grieved when those under their care suffer
persecution for following Christ. Leaders are sensitive to their own failures. Peter is such a
leader. Our pastors are such leaders. What encouragement is offered to shepherds, to leaders?

First, Peter stands beside these leaders, and so we must encourage our pastors and elders.
Leaders are not to be hung out to dry, even when they seem to fail in their calling. Second, they
must be reminded that God’s Chosen One suffered for us. If our Lord suffered, can we expect
anything less? Third, they must look to that unfading crown of glory that awaits faithful
servants. They can expect no earthly glory for their service, but only infamy and reviling. Yet
they can expect an eternal weight of glory. Fourth, these leaders are exhorted as to how they
are to serve God. They are to watch over God's flock as shepherds. It is an honor and joy to
serve God in thisway. They are to keep the “edge”, serving with all strength and enthusiasm,
honestly earning the rewards of faithful service. They are to be “servant leaders,” leading by
example. Leaders serve under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who knows their trials, and
who will reward their faithful service.

Those who have been long in the faith are, in some sense, “elders’, as are all who have been
trained in the word. The question is not whether or not we have the formal position or title, but
whether we are serving in obedience to our calling — are we shepherding God's flock? Maybe
that flock is a Sunday school class, or a small group, a family, a group of neighbors, or a group
of friends. Are we looking out for their spiritual well-being?



(5:5-7) Elders cannot shepherd sheep that will not follow, saints that will not submit to authority.

Our old nature tends toward anarchy and to dislikes every authority placed over us. We want to
go our own way and do our own thing. As younger people we are to submit to the authority
that God has placed over us for our benefit and protection. There are no conditions on this
command: we are to submit to the authority of our elders whether or not we agree with our
elders, whether or not it hurts to submit, whether or not we see our elders as wise and godly
examples, whether or not we consider ourselvesto be elders.

The principle is general: We are all to submit to one another in humility; there are no
exceptions. We break fellowship and harmony when we put our will before the needs and will
of others. Humility is the clothing that covers the nakedness of our old, selfish nature. Why
does the spirit give us such a broad rule?

We need God's grace more than anything in this world. But pride disqualifies us from
receiving God's unmerited favor. God cannot show His favor to those who think or act as if
they somehow earned, deserved, or are entitled to His special favor. We demonstrate our
attitude toward God by the way that we deal with our brothers and sisters in Christ. By
humility we demonstrate our readiness to receive God's grace as grace. How much is God’s
grace worth to us? What should we change about our lives to show God how much we value
Hisgrace? It isinteresting to compare the 1 Peter 2:1-3 with the present passage.

Our attitude toward earthly authority changes completely when we view it as God's mighty
hand at work on earth. But how are authorities appointed? God exalts people to the place of
authority; men do not appoint authorities nor do we take authority for ourselves. By His mighty
hand God cares for us, so we can cast our cares on God. God cares for us by appointing some
as shepherds and by enabling those who serve as shepherds and enabling all of us to submit to
His authority. Where do divisions and rebellions come from? Is it not from the cares and
worries which we have not entrusted to God?

(5:8-9) Many people today see themselves as victims of genetics or upbringing or environment.
We are called to be watchful and self-controlled. We watch out for those things that will bring
us harm. We must control personality traits that lead us into temptation. We turn our worries
and cares over to God, yet we are not to be careless about how we live. Just as our confidence
grows out of the reality of God and His love for us, so our careful lifestyle grows out of an
acknowledgement of the reality of the devil and his evil intent and action toward us. The devil
walks about here on earth. He is aformidable adversary, though ultimately judged and defeated
by the work of Christ on the cross. Heis aroaring lion, seeking to so frighten us as to respond
foolishly. Satan is no friend of ours that we should toy with him. He seeks to devour and
destroy us. So we must be wise, watchful and self-controlled lest the devil get the better of us.

How can we stand against the devil? We can resist Satan, knowing that he must flee those who
resist him. We must be steadfast in our faith, always looking to Jesus as our Savior and
Defender. We stand in the knowledge that our suffering is only that which is common among
our brothersin Chrigt, so that we are not frightened or destroyed by them.

(5:10-11) The theme of this letter is God's grace, so the benediction speaks of the “God of all
grace”. To the Jewish mind this picture of God would be different and foreign — yet refreshing.
Why? Christ Jesus has called us to His eternal glory. When we are “in Christ,” His glory is our
glory. Satan offered Jesus the passing glory of earthly when tempting Jesus in the desert. Jesus
chose the way of the cross— the way through suffering, death, and resurrection to eternal glory.

In the midst of the benediction we find a promise that we will suffer “for a while’. The
references to times and periods of time in this letter make for an interesting study. Why not
read through the letter again and note down the references? The fact is that our suffering lasts
for just a short time here on earth. Those who are punished in hell will suffer for all eternity.
The purpose of our suffering isthat we be perfected, established, strengthened and settled.

The purpose of our existence is to glorify God in Christ, that He may have dominion forever
and ever. When we submit to one another we glorify God in showing His new life at work in us.
Likewise we show that, in Christ, we submit to God’s dominion in our lives, becoming subjects
of His kingdom.

(5:12) Silvanus or Silas was either the scribe who transcribed this letter or the messenger who
carried it to the various churches — or both. Peter the letter by his assurance that he considers
Silvanus to be a faithful brother. Though brief, this letter is packed with important truth. The
dual work of thisletter is to exhort to action and testify to the truth about the grace of God. We
stand by God's grace alone. God's grace has been the focus of this whole letter. It is very
important for us to understand God’ s grace to us and live in light of that grace.

(5:13) Peter sends greetings from the church in Babylon. Jews remained in Babylon for many
centuries after a small band of Jews returned from captivity in Babylon. Babylon had fallen but
was not destroyed and continued to be home to many Jewish people. No matter whereJohn
Mark was with Peter. This Mark was probably the author of the gospel according to Mark,
occasional companion of Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys and the reputed founder of
the church at Alexandria. Perhaps Peter calls Mark his son because Mark met Christ under
Peter’s ministry. Acts 12 tells us that Peter was well known at John Mark’ s house.

(5:14) We are to greet one another with outward, visible demonstration of our love for one
another — not mere earthly love, but that true love that exists only within God’'s family. Peter
bids us “Shalom” who have found true peace in Christ. We may be pilgrims of the dispersion,
but we are at peace and at home in Christ. Peter joins Paul in teaching the vital importance of
our position “in Christ”. Many aspects of the Christian life cannot be understood apart from
thisteaching. In Christ we have grace and peace in the midst of earthly trials and suffering. So
beit!

P.S. Recordings and notes for these studies are available at http://www.jstoker.name . A
podcast is available at http://feeds.feedburner.com/CCF-T-Podcast .
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5. Take hold of that true grace of God in which we stand,
6. Know the fellowship of the elect of every nation, and
7. Bealwaysin Christ, that we may know the peace of God.

A few final exhortations concerned with the order and unity and preservation of the church end
this letter from Peter. The theme is “standing in God's grace”. The context is the growing
persecution of Christians.

(5:1-4) The older and more mature among the elect are set apart as leaders. There are times
when leaders regret their position; they are grieved when those under their care suffer
persecution for following Christ. Leaders are sensitive to their own failures. Peter is such a
leader. Our pastors are such leaders. What encouragement is offered to shepherds, to leaders?

First, Peter stands beside these leaders, and so we must encourage our pastors and elders.
Leaders are not to be hung out to dry, even when they seem to fail in their calling. Second, they
must be reminded that God’s Chosen One suffered for us. If our Lord suffered, can we expect
anything less? Third, they must look to that unfading crown of glory that awaits faithful
servants. They can expect no earthly glory for their service, but only infamy and reviling. Yet
they can expect an eternal weight of glory. Fourth, these leaders are exhorted as to how they
are to serve God. They are to watch over God's flock as shepherds. It is an honor and joy to
serve God in thisway. They are to keep the “edge”, serving with all strength and enthusiasm,
honestly earning the rewards of faithful service. They are to be “servant leaders,” leading by
example. Leaders serve under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who knows their trials, and
who will reward their faithful service.

Those who have been long in the faith are, in some sense, “elders’, as are all who have been
trained in the word. The question is not whether or not we have the formal position or title, but
whether we are serving in obedience to our calling — are we shepherding God's flock? Maybe
that flock is a Sunday school class, or a small group, a family, a group of neighbors, or a group
of friends. Are we looking out for their spiritual well-being?



(5:5-7) Elders cannot shepherd sheep that will not follow, saints that will not submit to authority.

Our old nature tends toward anarchy and to dislikes every authority placed over us. We want to
go our own way and do our own thing. As younger people we are to submit to the authority
that God has placed over us for our benefit and protection. There are no conditions on this
command: we are to submit to the authority of our elders whether or not we agree with our
elders, whether or not it hurts to submit, whether or not we see our elders as wise and godly
examples, whether or not we consider ourselvesto be elders.

The principle is general: We are all to submit to one another in humility; there are no
exceptions. We break fellowship and harmony when we put our will before the needs and will
of others. Humility is the clothing that covers the nakedness of our old, selfish nature. Why
does the spirit give us such a broad rule?

We need God's grace more than anything in this world. But pride disqualifies us from
receiving God's unmerited favor. God cannot show His favor to those who think or act as if
they somehow earned, deserved, or are entitled to His special favor. We demonstrate our
attitude toward God by the way that we deal with our brothers and sisters in Christ. By
humility we demonstrate our readiness to receive God's grace as grace. How much is God’s
grace worth to us? What should we change about our lives to show God how much we value
Hisgrace? It isinteresting to compare the 1 Peter 2:1-3 with the present passage.

Our attitude toward earthly authority changes completely when we view it as God's mighty
hand at work on earth. But how are authorities appointed? God exalts people to the place of
authority; men do not appoint authorities nor do we take authority for ourselves. By His mighty
hand God cares for us, so we can cast our cares on God. God cares for us by appointing some
as shepherds and by enabling those who serve as shepherds and enabling all of us to submit to
His authority. Where do divisions and rebellions come from? Is it not from the cares and
worries which we have not entrusted to God?

(5:8-9) Many people today see themselves as victims of genetics or upbringing or environment.
We are called to be watchful and self-controlled. We watch out for those things that will bring
us harm. We must control personality traits that lead us into temptation. We turn our worries
and cares over to God, yet we are not to be careless about how we live. Just as our confidence
grows out of the reality of God and His love for us, so our careful lifestyle grows out of an
acknowledgement of the reality of the devil and his evil intent and action toward us. The devil
walks about here on earth. He is aformidable adversary, though ultimately judged and defeated
by the work of Christ on the cross. Heis aroaring lion, seeking to so frighten us as to respond
foolishly. Satan is no friend of ours that we should toy with him. He seeks to devour and
destroy us. So we must be wise, watchful and self-controlled lest the devil get the better of us.

How can we stand against the devil? We can resist Satan, knowing that he must flee those who
resist him. We must be steadfast in our faith, always looking to Jesus as our Savior and
Defender. We stand in the knowledge that our suffering is only that which is common among
our brothersin Chrigt, so that we are not frightened or destroyed by them.

(5:10-11) The theme of this letter is God's grace, so the benediction speaks of the “God of all
grace”. To the Jewish mind this picture of God would be different and foreign — yet refreshing.
Why? Christ Jesus has called us to His eternal glory. When we are “in Christ,” His glory is our
glory. Satan offered Jesus the passing glory of earthly when tempting Jesus in the desert. Jesus
chose the way of the cross— the way through suffering, death, and resurrection to eternal glory.

In the midst of the benediction we find a promise that we will suffer “for a while’. The
references to times and periods of time in this letter make for an interesting study. Why not
read through the letter again and note down the references? The fact is that our suffering lasts
for just a short time here on earth. Those who are punished in hell will suffer for all eternity.
The purpose of our suffering isthat we be perfected, established, strengthened and settled.

The purpose of our existence is to glorify God in Christ, that He may have dominion forever
and ever. When we submit to one another we glorify God in showing His new life at work in us.
Likewise we show that, in Christ, we submit to God’s dominion in our lives, becoming subjects
of His kingdom.

(5:12) Silvanus or Silas was either the scribe who transcribed this letter or the messenger who
carried it to the various churches — or both. Peter the letter by his assurance that he considers
Silvanus to be a faithful brother. Though brief, this letter is packed with important truth. The
dual work of thisletter is to exhort to action and testify to the truth about the grace of God. We
stand by God's grace alone. God's grace has been the focus of this whole letter. It is very
important for us to understand God’ s grace to us and live in light of that grace.

(5:13) Peter sends greetings from the church in Babylon. Jews remained in Babylon for many
centuries after a small band of Jews returned from captivity in Babylon. Babylon had fallen but
was not destroyed and continued to be home to many Jewish people. No matter whereJohn
Mark was with Peter. This Mark was probably the author of the gospel according to Mark,
occasional companion of Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys and the reputed founder of
the church at Alexandria. Perhaps Peter calls Mark his son because Mark met Christ under
Peter’s ministry. Acts 12 tells us that Peter was well known at John Mark’ s house.

(5:14) We are to greet one another with outward, visible demonstration of our love for one
another — not mere earthly love, but that true love that exists only within God’'s family. Peter
bids us “Shalom” who have found true peace in Christ. We may be pilgrims of the dispersion,
but we are at peace and at home in Christ. Peter joins Paul in teaching the vital importance of
our position “in Christ”. Many aspects of the Christian life cannot be understood apart from
thisteaching. In Christ we have grace and peace in the midst of earthly trials and suffering. So
beit!

P.S. Recordings and notes for these studies are available at http://www.jstoker.name . A
podcast is available at http://feeds.feedburner.com/CCF-T-Podcast .
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5. Take hold of that true grace of God in which we stand,
6. Know the fellowship of the elect of every nation, and
7. Bealwaysin Christ, that we may know the peace of God.

A few final exhortations concerned with the order and unity and preservation of the church end
this letter from Peter. The theme is “standing in God's grace”. The context is the growing
persecution of Christians.

(5:1-4) The older and more mature among the elect are set apart as leaders. There are times
when leaders regret their position; they are grieved when those under their care suffer
persecution for following Christ. Leaders are sensitive to their own failures. Peter is such a
leader. Our pastors are such leaders. What encouragement is offered to shepherds, to leaders?

First, Peter stands beside these leaders, and so we must encourage our pastors and elders.
Leaders are not to be hung out to dry, even when they seem to fail in their calling. Second, they
must be reminded that God’s Chosen One suffered for us. If our Lord suffered, can we expect
anything less? Third, they must look to that unfading crown of glory that awaits faithful
servants. They can expect no earthly glory for their service, but only infamy and reviling. Yet
they can expect an eternal weight of glory. Fourth, these leaders are exhorted as to how they
are to serve God. They are to watch over God's flock as shepherds. It is an honor and joy to
serve God in thisway. They are to keep the “edge”, serving with all strength and enthusiasm,
honestly earning the rewards of faithful service. They are to be “servant leaders,” leading by
example. Leaders serve under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who knows their trials, and
who will reward their faithful service.

Those who have been long in the faith are, in some sense, “elders’, as are all who have been
trained in the word. The question is not whether or not we have the formal position or title, but
whether we are serving in obedience to our calling — are we shepherding God's flock? Maybe
that flock is a Sunday school class, or a small group, a family, a group of neighbors, or a group
of friends. Are we looking out for their spiritual well-being?



(5:5-7) Elders cannot shepherd sheep that will not follow, saints that will not submit to authority.

Our old nature tends toward anarchy and to dislikes every authority placed over us. We want to
go our own way and do our own thing. As younger people we are to submit to the authority
that God has placed over us for our benefit and protection. There are no conditions on this
command: we are to submit to the authority of our elders whether or not we agree with our
elders, whether or not it hurts to submit, whether or not we see our elders as wise and godly
examples, whether or not we consider ourselvesto be elders.

The principle is general: We are all to submit to one another in humility; there are no
exceptions. We break fellowship and harmony when we put our will before the needs and will
of others. Humility is the clothing that covers the nakedness of our old, selfish nature. Why
does the spirit give us such a broad rule?

We need God's grace more than anything in this world. But pride disqualifies us from
receiving God's unmerited favor. God cannot show His favor to those who think or act as if
they somehow earned, deserved, or are entitled to His special favor. We demonstrate our
attitude toward God by the way that we deal with our brothers and sisters in Christ. By
humility we demonstrate our readiness to receive God's grace as grace. How much is God’s
grace worth to us? What should we change about our lives to show God how much we value
Hisgrace? It isinteresting to compare the 1 Peter 2:1-3 with the present passage.

Our attitude toward earthly authority changes completely when we view it as God's mighty
hand at work on earth. But how are authorities appointed? God exalts people to the place of
authority; men do not appoint authorities nor do we take authority for ourselves. By His mighty
hand God cares for us, so we can cast our cares on God. God cares for us by appointing some
as shepherds and by enabling those who serve as shepherds and enabling all of us to submit to
His authority. Where do divisions and rebellions come from? Is it not from the cares and
worries which we have not entrusted to God?

(5:8-9) Many people today see themselves as victims of genetics or upbringing or environment.
We are called to be watchful and self-controlled. We watch out for those things that will bring
us harm. We must control personality traits that lead us into temptation. We turn our worries
and cares over to God, yet we are not to be careless about how we live. Just as our confidence
grows out of the reality of God and His love for us, so our careful lifestyle grows out of an
acknowledgement of the reality of the devil and his evil intent and action toward us. The devil
walks about here on earth. He is aformidable adversary, though ultimately judged and defeated
by the work of Christ on the cross. Heis aroaring lion, seeking to so frighten us as to respond
foolishly. Satan is no friend of ours that we should toy with him. He seeks to devour and
destroy us. So we must be wise, watchful and self-controlled lest the devil get the better of us.

How can we stand against the devil? We can resist Satan, knowing that he must flee those who
resist him. We must be steadfast in our faith, always looking to Jesus as our Savior and
Defender. We stand in the knowledge that our suffering is only that which is common among
our brothersin Chrigt, so that we are not frightened or destroyed by them.

(5:10-11) The theme of this letter is God's grace, so the benediction speaks of the “God of all
grace”. To the Jewish mind this picture of God would be different and foreign — yet refreshing.
Why? Christ Jesus has called us to His eternal glory. When we are “in Christ,” His glory is our
glory. Satan offered Jesus the passing glory of earthly when tempting Jesus in the desert. Jesus
chose the way of the cross— the way through suffering, death, and resurrection to eternal glory.

In the midst of the benediction we find a promise that we will suffer “for a while’. The
references to times and periods of time in this letter make for an interesting study. Why not
read through the letter again and note down the references? The fact is that our suffering lasts
for just a short time here on earth. Those who are punished in hell will suffer for all eternity.
The purpose of our suffering isthat we be perfected, established, strengthened and settled.

The purpose of our existence is to glorify God in Christ, that He may have dominion forever
and ever. When we submit to one another we glorify God in showing His new life at work in us.
Likewise we show that, in Christ, we submit to God’s dominion in our lives, becoming subjects
of His kingdom.

(5:12) Silvanus or Silas was either the scribe who transcribed this letter or the messenger who
carried it to the various churches — or both. Peter the letter by his assurance that he considers
Silvanus to be a faithful brother. Though brief, this letter is packed with important truth. The
dual work of thisletter is to exhort to action and testify to the truth about the grace of God. We
stand by God's grace alone. God's grace has been the focus of this whole letter. It is very
important for us to understand God’ s grace to us and live in light of that grace.

(5:13) Peter sends greetings from the church in Babylon. Jews remained in Babylon for many
centuries after a small band of Jews returned from captivity in Babylon. Babylon had fallen but
was not destroyed and continued to be home to many Jewish people. No matter whereJohn
Mark was with Peter. This Mark was probably the author of the gospel according to Mark,
occasional companion of Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys and the reputed founder of
the church at Alexandria. Perhaps Peter calls Mark his son because Mark met Christ under
Peter’s ministry. Acts 12 tells us that Peter was well known at John Mark’ s house.

(5:14) We are to greet one another with outward, visible demonstration of our love for one
another — not mere earthly love, but that true love that exists only within God’'s family. Peter
bids us “Shalom” who have found true peace in Christ. We may be pilgrims of the dispersion,
but we are at peace and at home in Christ. Peter joins Paul in teaching the vital importance of
our position “in Christ”. Many aspects of the Christian life cannot be understood apart from
thisteaching. In Christ we have grace and peace in the midst of earthly trials and suffering. So
beit!

P.S. Recordings and notes for these studies are available at http://www.jstoker.name . A
podcast is available at http://feeds.feedburner.com/CCF-T-Podcast .
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5. Take hold of that true grace of God in which we stand,
6. Know the fellowship of the elect of every nation, and
7. Bealwaysin Christ, that we may know the peace of God.

A few final exhortations concerned with the order and unity and preservation of the church end
this letter from Peter. The theme is “standing in God's grace”. The context is the growing
persecution of Christians.

(5:1-4) The older and more mature among the elect are set apart as leaders. There are times
when leaders regret their position; they are grieved when those under their care suffer
persecution for following Christ. Leaders are sensitive to their own failures. Peter is such a
leader. Our pastors are such leaders. What encouragement is offered to shepherds, to leaders?

First, Peter stands beside these leaders, and so we must encourage our pastors and elders.
Leaders are not to be hung out to dry, even when they seem to fail in their calling. Second, they
must be reminded that God’s Chosen One suffered for us. If our Lord suffered, can we expect
anything less? Third, they must look to that unfading crown of glory that awaits faithful
servants. They can expect no earthly glory for their service, but only infamy and reviling. Yet
they can expect an eternal weight of glory. Fourth, these leaders are exhorted as to how they
are to serve God. They are to watch over God's flock as shepherds. It is an honor and joy to
serve God in thisway. They are to keep the “edge”, serving with all strength and enthusiasm,
honestly earning the rewards of faithful service. They are to be “servant leaders,” leading by
example. Leaders serve under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who knows their trials, and
who will reward their faithful service.

Those who have been long in the faith are, in some sense, “elders’, as are all who have been
trained in the word. The question is not whether or not we have the formal position or title, but
whether we are serving in obedience to our calling — are we shepherding God's flock? Maybe
that flock is a Sunday school class, or a small group, a family, a group of neighbors, or a group
of friends. Are we looking out for their spiritual well-being?



(5:5-7) Elders cannot shepherd sheep that will not follow, saints that will not submit to authority.

Our old nature tends toward anarchy and to dislikes every authority placed over us. We want to
go our own way and do our own thing. As younger people we are to submit to the authority
that God has placed over us for our benefit and protection. There are no conditions on this
command: we are to submit to the authority of our elders whether or not we agree with our
elders, whether or not it hurts to submit, whether or not we see our elders as wise and godly
examples, whether or not we consider ourselvesto be elders.

The principle is general: We are all to submit to one another in humility; there are no
exceptions. We break fellowship and harmony when we put our will before the needs and will
of others. Humility is the clothing that covers the nakedness of our old, selfish nature. Why
does the spirit give us such a broad rule?

We need God's grace more than anything in this world. But pride disqualifies us from
receiving God's unmerited favor. God cannot show His favor to those who think or act as if
they somehow earned, deserved, or are entitled to His special favor. We demonstrate our
attitude toward God by the way that we deal with our brothers and sisters in Christ. By
humility we demonstrate our readiness to receive God's grace as grace. How much is God’s
grace worth to us? What should we change about our lives to show God how much we value
Hisgrace? It isinteresting to compare the 1 Peter 2:1-3 with the present passage.

Our attitude toward earthly authority changes completely when we view it as God's mighty
hand at work on earth. But how are authorities appointed? God exalts people to the place of
authority; men do not appoint authorities nor do we take authority for ourselves. By His mighty
hand God cares for us, so we can cast our cares on God. God cares for us by appointing some
as shepherds and by enabling those who serve as shepherds and enabling all of us to submit to
His authority. Where do divisions and rebellions come from? Is it not from the cares and
worries which we have not entrusted to God?

(5:8-9) Many people today see themselves as victims of genetics or upbringing or environment.
We are called to be watchful and self-controlled. We watch out for those things that will bring
us harm. We must control personality traits that lead us into temptation. We turn our worries
and cares over to God, yet we are not to be careless about how we live. Just as our confidence
grows out of the reality of God and His love for us, so our careful lifestyle grows out of an
acknowledgement of the reality of the devil and his evil intent and action toward us. The devil
walks about here on earth. He is aformidable adversary, though ultimately judged and defeated
by the work of Christ on the cross. Heis aroaring lion, seeking to so frighten us as to respond
foolishly. Satan is no friend of ours that we should toy with him. He seeks to devour and
destroy us. So we must be wise, watchful and self-controlled lest the devil get the better of us.

How can we stand against the devil? We can resist Satan, knowing that he must flee those who
resist him. We must be steadfast in our faith, always looking to Jesus as our Savior and
Defender. We stand in the knowledge that our suffering is only that which is common among
our brothersin Chrigt, so that we are not frightened or destroyed by them.

(5:10-11) The theme of this letter is God's grace, so the benediction speaks of the “God of all
grace”. To the Jewish mind this picture of God would be different and foreign — yet refreshing.
Why? Christ Jesus has called us to His eternal glory. When we are “in Christ,” His glory is our
glory. Satan offered Jesus the passing glory of earthly when tempting Jesus in the desert. Jesus
chose the way of the cross— the way through suffering, death, and resurrection to eternal glory.

In the midst of the benediction we find a promise that we will suffer “for a while’. The
references to times and periods of time in this letter make for an interesting study. Why not
read through the letter again and note down the references? The fact is that our suffering lasts
for just a short time here on earth. Those who are punished in hell will suffer for all eternity.
The purpose of our suffering isthat we be perfected, established, strengthened and settled.

The purpose of our existence is to glorify God in Christ, that He may have dominion forever
and ever. When we submit to one another we glorify God in showing His new life at work in us.
Likewise we show that, in Christ, we submit to God’s dominion in our lives, becoming subjects
of His kingdom.

(5:12) Silvanus or Silas was either the scribe who transcribed this letter or the messenger who
carried it to the various churches — or both. Peter the letter by his assurance that he considers
Silvanus to be a faithful brother. Though brief, this letter is packed with important truth. The
dual work of thisletter is to exhort to action and testify to the truth about the grace of God. We
stand by God's grace alone. God's grace has been the focus of this whole letter. It is very
important for us to understand God’ s grace to us and live in light of that grace.

(5:13) Peter sends greetings from the church in Babylon. Jews remained in Babylon for many
centuries after a small band of Jews returned from captivity in Babylon. Babylon had fallen but
was not destroyed and continued to be home to many Jewish people. No matter whereJohn
Mark was with Peter. This Mark was probably the author of the gospel according to Mark,
occasional companion of Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys and the reputed founder of
the church at Alexandria. Perhaps Peter calls Mark his son because Mark met Christ under
Peter’s ministry. Acts 12 tells us that Peter was well known at John Mark’ s house.

(5:14) We are to greet one another with outward, visible demonstration of our love for one
another — not mere earthly love, but that true love that exists only within God’'s family. Peter
bids us “Shalom” who have found true peace in Christ. We may be pilgrims of the dispersion,
but we are at peace and at home in Christ. Peter joins Paul in teaching the vital importance of
our position “in Christ”. Many aspects of the Christian life cannot be understood apart from
thisteaching. In Christ we have grace and peace in the midst of earthly trials and suffering. So
beit!

P.S. Recordings and notes for these studies are available at http://www.jstoker.name . A
podcast is available at http://feeds.feedburner.com/CCF-T-Podcast .



Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne 127

He came to that which was His own, bur His own did not receive Him. John 1:11

CCF Study Notes
Tuesday 7 AM Study

cam -est to earth for me; But in Beth - le-hem’s home was there
claim - ing Thy roy - al de - gree; But of low - ly birth didst Thou
shade of the for - est tree; But Thy couch wasthe sod, O Thou
set Thy peo - ple free; But with mock-ing scorn and with
com - ing to vic - to ry, Let Thy voice call me home, say - ing,
DR g e £
S : s N B,
a ror 4
IRefrain
/T - S P ERN VI VI I U R
T Py
D) o LT ~— — 'vel & o -6‘!-— o H o
found no room For Thy ho - ly na-tiv - 1 - ty. 0]
come to earth, And in great hu - mi - 1 - ¢ty. O
Son of God, In the des - erts of Gal - i - lee. O
crown of thorn They bore Thee to Cal - va - ry. O
“Yet  there is room— There is room at My side for thee.” My

come
come
come
come

to
to
to
to

my heart, Lord
my heart, Lord
my heart, Lord
my heart, Lord

heart shall re-joice, Lord

de -
Je -
Je -

Je

sus—There is
sus—There is
sus—There is

- sus—There is
Je - sus, When Thou com - est and call- est for

room in my heart for
room in my heart for
room in my heart for
room in my heart for

Thee!
Thee!
Thee!
Thee!
me!

TEXT: EmilyE. S. Elliotr
MUSIC: Timethy R. Matthews

MARGARET
Irregular meter

f) 2 ‘ .
i e e e e e — e 12 December 2006
¥ — S— S L1 ’I ﬁ ® s _izit&ﬁj
D) pv’g 5. L 1 Peter 5
1. Thoudidst leave Thy throne and Thy kihg - ly crown When Thou
2. Heav-en’s arch - es rang whenthe an - gels sang, Pro - Before beginning to read from 1 Peter, let us spend time in prayer, considering our place and
3. The fox - es foundrest, and the birds their nest In  the task on earth. Let usask God to help us do the following:
4. Thou cam - est, O Lord, with the liv - ing word That should . i L
5. When the  heav'ns shall ring and the an - gels sing At Thy 1. Shepherd the flock of God if it is our calling, willingly, eagerly, and gently by example,
. " o oy F: - 1 2. Be humble, submitting to one another and casting our cares on God,
%ﬂ i II' : ! ; : : —JG 3. Live wisely so asto be victorious over Satan,
¥ PERNVERN | PERY) 4. Be patient while being perfected, established, strengthened and settled through suffering,

5. Take hold of that true grace of God in which we stand,
6. Know the fellowship of the elect of every nation, and
7. Bealwaysin Christ, that we may know the peace of God.

A few final exhortations concerned with the order and unity and preservation of the church end
this letter from Peter. The theme is “standing in God's grace”. The context is the growing
persecution of Christians.

(5:1-4) The older and more mature among the elect are set apart as leaders. There are times
when leaders regret their position; they are grieved when those under their care suffer
persecution for following Christ. Leaders are sensitive to their own failures. Peter is such a
leader. Our pastors are such leaders. What encouragement is offered to shepherds, to leaders?

First, Peter stands beside these leaders, and so we must encourage our pastors and elders.
Leaders are not to be hung out to dry, even when they seem to fail in their calling. Second, they
must be reminded that God’s Chosen One suffered for us. If our Lord suffered, can we expect
anything less? Third, they must look to that unfading crown of glory that awaits faithful
servants. They can expect no earthly glory for their service, but only infamy and reviling. Yet
they can expect an eternal weight of glory. Fourth, these leaders are exhorted as to how they
are to serve God. They are to watch over God's flock as shepherds. It is an honor and joy to
serve God in thisway. They are to keep the “edge”, serving with all strength and enthusiasm,
honestly earning the rewards of faithful service. They are to be “servant leaders,” leading by
example. Leaders serve under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who knows their trials, and
who will reward their faithful service.

Those who have been long in the faith are, in some sense, “elders’, as are all who have been
trained in the word. The question is not whether or not we have the formal position or title, but
whether we are serving in obedience to our calling — are we shepherding God's flock? Maybe
that flock is a Sunday school class, or a small group, a family, a group of neighbors, or a group
of friends. Are we looking out for their spiritual well-being?



(5:5-7) Elders cannot shepherd sheep that will not follow, saints that will not submit to authority.

Our old nature tends toward anarchy and to dislikes every authority placed over us. We want to
go our own way and do our own thing. As younger people we are to submit to the authority
that God has placed over us for our benefit and protection. There are no conditions on this
command: we are to submit to the authority of our elders whether or not we agree with our
elders, whether or not it hurts to submit, whether or not we see our elders as wise and godly
examples, whether or not we consider ourselvesto be elders.

The principle is general: We are all to submit to one another in humility; there are no
exceptions. We break fellowship and harmony when we put our will before the needs and will
of others. Humility is the clothing that covers the nakedness of our old, selfish nature. Why
does the spirit give us such a broad rule?

We need God's grace more than anything in this world. But pride disqualifies us from
receiving God's unmerited favor. God cannot show His favor to those who think or act as if
they somehow earned, deserved, or are entitled to His special favor. We demonstrate our
attitude toward God by the way that we deal with our brothers and sisters in Christ. By
humility we demonstrate our readiness to receive God's grace as grace. How much is God’s
grace worth to us? What should we change about our lives to show God how much we value
Hisgrace? It isinteresting to compare the 1 Peter 2:1-3 with the present passage.

Our attitude toward earthly authority changes completely when we view it as God's mighty
hand at work on earth. But how are authorities appointed? God exalts people to the place of
authority; men do not appoint authorities nor do we take authority for ourselves. By His mighty
hand God cares for us, so we can cast our cares on God. God cares for us by appointing some
as shepherds and by enabling those who serve as shepherds and enabling all of us to submit to
His authority. Where do divisions and rebellions come from? Is it not from the cares and
worries which we have not entrusted to God?

(5:8-9) Many people today see themselves as victims of genetics or upbringing or environment.
We are called to be watchful and self-controlled. We watch out for those things that will bring
us harm. We must control personality traits that lead us into temptation. We turn our worries
and cares over to God, yet we are not to be careless about how we live. Just as our confidence
grows out of the reality of God and His love for us, so our careful lifestyle grows out of an
acknowledgement of the reality of the devil and his evil intent and action toward us. The devil
walks about here on earth. He is aformidable adversary, though ultimately judged and defeated
by the work of Christ on the cross. Heis aroaring lion, seeking to so frighten us as to respond
foolishly. Satan is no friend of ours that we should toy with him. He seeks to devour and
destroy us. So we must be wise, watchful and self-controlled lest the devil get the better of us.

How can we stand against the devil? We can resist Satan, knowing that he must flee those who
resist him. We must be steadfast in our faith, always looking to Jesus as our Savior and
Defender. We stand in the knowledge that our suffering is only that which is common among
our brothersin Chrigt, so that we are not frightened or destroyed by them.

(5:10-11) The theme of this letter is God's grace, so the benediction speaks of the “God of all
grace”. To the Jewish mind this picture of God would be different and foreign — yet refreshing.
Why? Christ Jesus has called us to His eternal glory. When we are “in Christ,” His glory is our
glory. Satan offered Jesus the passing glory of earthly when tempting Jesus in the desert. Jesus
chose the way of the cross— the way through suffering, death, and resurrection to eternal glory.

In the midst of the benediction we find a promise that we will suffer “for a while’. The
references to times and periods of time in this letter make for an interesting study. Why not
read through the letter again and note down the references? The fact is that our suffering lasts
for just a short time here on earth. Those who are punished in hell will suffer for all eternity.
The purpose of our suffering isthat we be perfected, established, strengthened and settled.

The purpose of our existence is to glorify God in Christ, that He may have dominion forever
and ever. When we submit to one another we glorify God in showing His new life at work in us.
Likewise we show that, in Christ, we submit to God’s dominion in our lives, becoming subjects
of His kingdom.

(5:12) Silvanus or Silas was either the scribe who transcribed this letter or the messenger who
carried it to the various churches — or both. Peter the letter by his assurance that he considers
Silvanus to be a faithful brother. Though brief, this letter is packed with important truth. The
dual work of thisletter is to exhort to action and testify to the truth about the grace of God. We
stand by God's grace alone. God's grace has been the focus of this whole letter. It is very
important for us to understand God’ s grace to us and live in light of that grace.

(5:13) Peter sends greetings from the church in Babylon. Jews remained in Babylon for many
centuries after a small band of Jews returned from captivity in Babylon. Babylon had fallen but
was not destroyed and continued to be home to many Jewish people. No matter whereJohn
Mark was with Peter. This Mark was probably the author of the gospel according to Mark,
occasional companion of Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys and the reputed founder of
the church at Alexandria. Perhaps Peter calls Mark his son because Mark met Christ under
Peter’s ministry. Acts 12 tells us that Peter was well known at John Mark’ s house.

(5:14) We are to greet one another with outward, visible demonstration of our love for one
another — not mere earthly love, but that true love that exists only within God’'s family. Peter
bids us “Shalom” who have found true peace in Christ. We may be pilgrims of the dispersion,
but we are at peace and at home in Christ. Peter joins Paul in teaching the vital importance of
our position “in Christ”. Many aspects of the Christian life cannot be understood apart from
thisteaching. In Christ we have grace and peace in the midst of earthly trials and suffering. So
beit!

P.S. Recordings and notes for these studies are available at http://www.jstoker.name . A
podcast is available at http://feeds.feedburner.com/CCF-T-Podcast .
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5. Take hold of that true grace of God in which we stand,
6. Know the fellowship of the elect of every nation, and
7. Bealwaysin Christ, that we may know the peace of God.

A few final exhortations concerned with the order and unity and preservation of the church end
this letter from Peter. The theme is “standing in God's grace”. The context is the growing
persecution of Christians.

(5:1-4) The older and more mature among the elect are set apart as leaders. There are times
when leaders regret their position; they are grieved when those under their care suffer
persecution for following Christ. Leaders are sensitive to their own failures. Peter is such a
leader. Our pastors are such leaders. What encouragement is offered to shepherds, to leaders?

First, Peter stands beside these leaders, and so we must encourage our pastors and elders.
Leaders are not to be hung out to dry, even when they seem to fail in their calling. Second, they
must be reminded that God’s Chosen One suffered for us. If our Lord suffered, can we expect
anything less? Third, they must look to that unfading crown of glory that awaits faithful
servants. They can expect no earthly glory for their service, but only infamy and reviling. Yet
they can expect an eternal weight of glory. Fourth, these leaders are exhorted as to how they
are to serve God. They are to watch over God's flock as shepherds. It is an honor and joy to
serve God in thisway. They are to keep the “edge”, serving with all strength and enthusiasm,
honestly earning the rewards of faithful service. They are to be “servant leaders,” leading by
example. Leaders serve under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who knows their trials, and
who will reward their faithful service.

Those who have been long in the faith are, in some sense, “elders’, as are all who have been
trained in the word. The question is not whether or not we have the formal position or title, but
whether we are serving in obedience to our calling — are we shepherding God's flock? Maybe
that flock is a Sunday school class, or a small group, a family, a group of neighbors, or a group
of friends. Are we looking out for their spiritual well-being?



(5:5-7) Elders cannot shepherd sheep that will not follow, saints that will not submit to authority.

Our old nature tends toward anarchy and to dislikes every authority placed over us. We want to
go our own way and do our own thing. As younger people we are to submit to the authority
that God has placed over us for our benefit and protection. There are no conditions on this
command: we are to submit to the authority of our elders whether or not we agree with our
elders, whether or not it hurts to submit, whether or not we see our elders as wise and godly
examples, whether or not we consider ourselvesto be elders.

The principle is general: We are all to submit to one another in humility; there are no
exceptions. We break fellowship and harmony when we put our will before the needs and will
of others. Humility is the clothing that covers the nakedness of our old, selfish nature. Why
does the spirit give us such a broad rule?

We need God's grace more than anything in this world. But pride disqualifies us from
receiving God's unmerited favor. God cannot show His favor to those who think or act as if
they somehow earned, deserved, or are entitled to His special favor. We demonstrate our
attitude toward God by the way that we deal with our brothers and sisters in Christ. By
humility we demonstrate our readiness to receive God's grace as grace. How much is God’s
grace worth to us? What should we change about our lives to show God how much we value
Hisgrace? It isinteresting to compare the 1 Peter 2:1-3 with the present passage.

Our attitude toward earthly authority changes completely when we view it as God's mighty
hand at work on earth. But how are authorities appointed? God exalts people to the place of
authority; men do not appoint authorities nor do we take authority for ourselves. By His mighty
hand God cares for us, so we can cast our cares on God. God cares for us by appointing some
as shepherds and by enabling those who serve as shepherds and enabling all of us to submit to
His authority. Where do divisions and rebellions come from? Is it not from the cares and
worries which we have not entrusted to God?

(5:8-9) Many people today see themselves as victims of genetics or upbringing or environment.
We are called to be watchful and self-controlled. We watch out for those things that will bring
us harm. We must control personality traits that lead us into temptation. We turn our worries
and cares over to God, yet we are not to be careless about how we live. Just as our confidence
grows out of the reality of God and His love for us, so our careful lifestyle grows out of an
acknowledgement of the reality of the devil and his evil intent and action toward us. The devil
walks about here on earth. He is aformidable adversary, though ultimately judged and defeated
by the work of Christ on the cross. Heis aroaring lion, seeking to so frighten us as to respond
foolishly. Satan is no friend of ours that we should toy with him. He seeks to devour and
destroy us. So we must be wise, watchful and self-controlled lest the devil get the better of us.

How can we stand against the devil? We can resist Satan, knowing that he must flee those who
resist him. We must be steadfast in our faith, always looking to Jesus as our Savior and
Defender. We stand in the knowledge that our suffering is only that which is common among
our brothersin Chrigt, so that we are not frightened or destroyed by them.

(5:10-11) The theme of this letter is God's grace, so the benediction speaks of the “God of all
grace”. To the Jewish mind this picture of God would be different and foreign — yet refreshing.
Why? Christ Jesus has called us to His eternal glory. When we are “in Christ,” His glory is our
glory. Satan offered Jesus the passing glory of earthly when tempting Jesus in the desert. Jesus
chose the way of the cross— the way through suffering, death, and resurrection to eternal glory.

In the midst of the benediction we find a promise that we will suffer “for a while’. The
references to times and periods of time in this letter make for an interesting study. Why not
read through the letter again and note down the references? The fact is that our suffering lasts
for just a short time here on earth. Those who are punished in hell will suffer for all eternity.
The purpose of our suffering isthat we be perfected, established, strengthened and settled.

The purpose of our existence is to glorify God in Christ, that He may have dominion forever
and ever. When we submit to one another we glorify God in showing His new life at work in us.
Likewise we show that, in Christ, we submit to God’s dominion in our lives, becoming subjects
of His kingdom.

(5:12) Silvanus or Silas was either the scribe who transcribed this letter or the messenger who
carried it to the various churches — or both. Peter the letter by his assurance that he considers
Silvanus to be a faithful brother. Though brief, this letter is packed with important truth. The
dual work of thisletter is to exhort to action and testify to the truth about the grace of God. We
stand by God's grace alone. God's grace has been the focus of this whole letter. It is very
important for us to understand God’ s grace to us and live in light of that grace.

(5:13) Peter sends greetings from the church in Babylon. Jews remained in Babylon for many
centuries after a small band of Jews returned from captivity in Babylon. Babylon had fallen but
was not destroyed and continued to be home to many Jewish people. No matter whereJohn
Mark was with Peter. This Mark was probably the author of the gospel according to Mark,
occasional companion of Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys and the reputed founder of
the church at Alexandria. Perhaps Peter calls Mark his son because Mark met Christ under
Peter’s ministry. Acts 12 tells us that Peter was well known at John Mark’ s house.

(5:14) We are to greet one another with outward, visible demonstration of our love for one
another — not mere earthly love, but that true love that exists only within God’'s family. Peter
bids us “Shalom” who have found true peace in Christ. We may be pilgrims of the dispersion,
but we are at peace and at home in Christ. Peter joins Paul in teaching the vital importance of
our position “in Christ”. Many aspects of the Christian life cannot be understood apart from
thisteaching. In Christ we have grace and peace in the midst of earthly trials and suffering. So
beit!

P.S. Recordings and notes for these studies are available at http://www.jstoker.name . A
podcast is available at http://feeds.feedburner.com/CCF-T-Podcast .
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5. Take hold of that true grace of God in which we stand,
6. Know the fellowship of the elect of every nation, and
7. Bealwaysin Christ, that we may know the peace of God.

A few final exhortations concerned with the order and unity and preservation of the church end
this letter from Peter. The theme is “standing in God's grace”. The context is the growing
persecution of Christians.

(5:1-4) The older and more mature among the elect are set apart as leaders. There are times
when leaders regret their position; they are grieved when those under their care suffer
persecution for following Christ. Leaders are sensitive to their own failures. Peter is such a
leader. Our pastors are such leaders. What encouragement is offered to shepherds, to leaders?

First, Peter stands beside these leaders, and so we must encourage our pastors and elders.
Leaders are not to be hung out to dry, even when they seem to fail in their calling. Second, they
must be reminded that God’s Chosen One suffered for us. If our Lord suffered, can we expect
anything less? Third, they must look to that unfading crown of glory that awaits faithful
servants. They can expect no earthly glory for their service, but only infamy and reviling. Yet
they can expect an eternal weight of glory. Fourth, these leaders are exhorted as to how they
are to serve God. They are to watch over God's flock as shepherds. It is an honor and joy to
serve God in thisway. They are to keep the “edge”, serving with all strength and enthusiasm,
honestly earning the rewards of faithful service. They are to be “servant leaders,” leading by
example. Leaders serve under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who knows their trials, and
who will reward their faithful service.

Those who have been long in the faith are, in some sense, “elders’, as are all who have been
trained in the word. The question is not whether or not we have the formal position or title, but
whether we are serving in obedience to our calling — are we shepherding God's flock? Maybe
that flock is a Sunday school class, or a small group, a family, a group of neighbors, or a group
of friends. Are we looking out for their spiritual well-being?



(5:5-7) Elders cannot shepherd sheep that will not follow, saints that will not submit to authority.

Our old nature tends toward anarchy and to dislikes every authority placed over us. We want to
go our own way and do our own thing. As younger people we are to submit to the authority
that God has placed over us for our benefit and protection. There are no conditions on this
command: we are to submit to the authority of our elders whether or not we agree with our
elders, whether or not it hurts to submit, whether or not we see our elders as wise and godly
examples, whether or not we consider ourselvesto be elders.

The principle is general: We are all to submit to one another in humility; there are no
exceptions. We break fellowship and harmony when we put our will before the needs and will
of others. Humility is the clothing that covers the nakedness of our old, selfish nature. Why
does the spirit give us such a broad rule?

We need God's grace more than anything in this world. But pride disqualifies us from
receiving God's unmerited favor. God cannot show His favor to those who think or act as if
they somehow earned, deserved, or are entitled to His special favor. We demonstrate our
attitude toward God by the way that we deal with our brothers and sisters in Christ. By
humility we demonstrate our readiness to receive God's grace as grace. How much is God’s
grace worth to us? What should we change about our lives to show God how much we value
Hisgrace? It isinteresting to compare the 1 Peter 2:1-3 with the present passage.

Our attitude toward earthly authority changes completely when we view it as God's mighty
hand at work on earth. But how are authorities appointed? God exalts people to the place of
authority; men do not appoint authorities nor do we take authority for ourselves. By His mighty
hand God cares for us, so we can cast our cares on God. God cares for us by appointing some
as shepherds and by enabling those who serve as shepherds and enabling all of us to submit to
His authority. Where do divisions and rebellions come from? Is it not from the cares and
worries which we have not entrusted to God?

(5:8-9) Many people today see themselves as victims of genetics or upbringing or environment.
We are called to be watchful and self-controlled. We watch out for those things that will bring
us harm. We must control personality traits that lead us into temptation. We turn our worries
and cares over to God, yet we are not to be careless about how we live. Just as our confidence
grows out of the reality of God and His love for us, so our careful lifestyle grows out of an
acknowledgement of the reality of the devil and his evil intent and action toward us. The devil
walks about here on earth. He is aformidable adversary, though ultimately judged and defeated
by the work of Christ on the cross. Heis aroaring lion, seeking to so frighten us as to respond
foolishly. Satan is no friend of ours that we should toy with him. He seeks to devour and
destroy us. So we must be wise, watchful and self-controlled lest the devil get the better of us.

How can we stand against the devil? We can resist Satan, knowing that he must flee those who
resist him. We must be steadfast in our faith, always looking to Jesus as our Savior and
Defender. We stand in the knowledge that our suffering is only that which is common among
our brothersin Chrigt, so that we are not frightened or destroyed by them.

(5:10-11) The theme of this letter is God's grace, so the benediction speaks of the “God of all
grace”. To the Jewish mind this picture of God would be different and foreign — yet refreshing.
Why? Christ Jesus has called us to His eternal glory. When we are “in Christ,” His glory is our
glory. Satan offered Jesus the passing glory of earthly when tempting Jesus in the desert. Jesus
chose the way of the cross— the way through suffering, death, and resurrection to eternal glory.

In the midst of the benediction we find a promise that we will suffer “for a while’. The
references to times and periods of time in this letter make for an interesting study. Why not
read through the letter again and note down the references? The fact is that our suffering lasts
for just a short time here on earth. Those who are punished in hell will suffer for all eternity.
The purpose of our suffering isthat we be perfected, established, strengthened and settled.

The purpose of our existence is to glorify God in Christ, that He may have dominion forever
and ever. When we submit to one another we glorify God in showing His new life at work in us.
Likewise we show that, in Christ, we submit to God’s dominion in our lives, becoming subjects
of His kingdom.

(5:12) Silvanus or Silas was either the scribe who transcribed this letter or the messenger who
carried it to the various churches — or both. Peter the letter by his assurance that he considers
Silvanus to be a faithful brother. Though brief, this letter is packed with important truth. The
dual work of thisletter is to exhort to action and testify to the truth about the grace of God. We
stand by God's grace alone. God's grace has been the focus of this whole letter. It is very
important for us to understand God’ s grace to us and live in light of that grace.

(5:13) Peter sends greetings from the church in Babylon. Jews remained in Babylon for many
centuries after a small band of Jews returned from captivity in Babylon. Babylon had fallen but
was not destroyed and continued to be home to many Jewish people. No matter whereJohn
Mark was with Peter. This Mark was probably the author of the gospel according to Mark,
occasional companion of Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys and the reputed founder of
the church at Alexandria. Perhaps Peter calls Mark his son because Mark met Christ under
Peter’s ministry. Acts 12 tells us that Peter was well known at John Mark’ s house.

(5:14) We are to greet one another with outward, visible demonstration of our love for one
another — not mere earthly love, but that true love that exists only within God’'s family. Peter
bids us “Shalom” who have found true peace in Christ. We may be pilgrims of the dispersion,
but we are at peace and at home in Christ. Peter joins Paul in teaching the vital importance of
our position “in Christ”. Many aspects of the Christian life cannot be understood apart from
thisteaching. In Christ we have grace and peace in the midst of earthly trials and suffering. So
beit!

P.S. Recordings and notes for these studies are available at http://www.jstoker.name . A
podcast is available at http://feeds.feedburner.com/CCF-T-Podcast .
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5. Take hold of that true grace of God in which we stand,
6. Know the fellowship of the elect of every nation, and
7. Bealwaysin Christ, that we may know the peace of God.

A few final exhortations concerned with the order and unity and preservation of the church end
this letter from Peter. The theme is “standing in God's grace”. The context is the growing
persecution of Christians.

(5:1-4) The older and more mature among the elect are set apart as leaders. There are times
when leaders regret their position; they are grieved when those under their care suffer
persecution for following Christ. Leaders are sensitive to their own failures. Peter is such a
leader. Our pastors are such leaders. What encouragement is offered to shepherds, to leaders?

First, Peter stands beside these leaders, and so we must encourage our pastors and elders.
Leaders are not to be hung out to dry, even when they seem to fail in their calling. Second, they
must be reminded that God’s Chosen One suffered for us. If our Lord suffered, can we expect
anything less? Third, they must look to that unfading crown of glory that awaits faithful
servants. They can expect no earthly glory for their service, but only infamy and reviling. Yet
they can expect an eternal weight of glory. Fourth, these leaders are exhorted as to how they
are to serve God. They are to watch over God's flock as shepherds. It is an honor and joy to
serve God in thisway. They are to keep the “edge”, serving with all strength and enthusiasm,
honestly earning the rewards of faithful service. They are to be “servant leaders,” leading by
example. Leaders serve under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who knows their trials, and
who will reward their faithful service.

Those who have been long in the faith are, in some sense, “elders’, as are all who have been
trained in the word. The question is not whether or not we have the formal position or title, but
whether we are serving in obedience to our calling — are we shepherding God's flock? Maybe
that flock is a Sunday school class, or a small group, a family, a group of neighbors, or a group
of friends. Are we looking out for their spiritual well-being?



(5:5-7) Elders cannot shepherd sheep that will not follow, saints that will not submit to authority.

Our old nature tends toward anarchy and to dislikes every authority placed over us. We want to
go our own way and do our own thing. As younger people we are to submit to the authority
that God has placed over us for our benefit and protection. There are no conditions on this
command: we are to submit to the authority of our elders whether or not we agree with our
elders, whether or not it hurts to submit, whether or not we see our elders as wise and godly
examples, whether or not we consider ourselvesto be elders.

The principle is general: We are all to submit to one another in humility; there are no
exceptions. We break fellowship and harmony when we put our will before the needs and will
of others. Humility is the clothing that covers the nakedness of our old, selfish nature. Why
does the spirit give us such a broad rule?

We need God's grace more than anything in this world. But pride disqualifies us from
receiving God's unmerited favor. God cannot show His favor to those who think or act as if
they somehow earned, deserved, or are entitled to His special favor. We demonstrate our
attitude toward God by the way that we deal with our brothers and sisters in Christ. By
humility we demonstrate our readiness to receive God's grace as grace. How much is God’s
grace worth to us? What should we change about our lives to show God how much we value
Hisgrace? It isinteresting to compare the 1 Peter 2:1-3 with the present passage.

Our attitude toward earthly authority changes completely when we view it as God's mighty
hand at work on earth. But how are authorities appointed? God exalts people to the place of
authority; men do not appoint authorities nor do we take authority for ourselves. By His mighty
hand God cares for us, so we can cast our cares on God. God cares for us by appointing some
as shepherds and by enabling those who serve as shepherds and enabling all of us to submit to
His authority. Where do divisions and rebellions come from? Is it not from the cares and
worries which we have not entrusted to God?

(5:8-9) Many people today see themselves as victims of genetics or upbringing or environment.
We are called to be watchful and self-controlled. We watch out for those things that will bring
us harm. We must control personality traits that lead us into temptation. We turn our worries
and cares over to God, yet we are not to be careless about how we live. Just as our confidence
grows out of the reality of God and His love for us, so our careful lifestyle grows out of an
acknowledgement of the reality of the devil and his evil intent and action toward us. The devil
walks about here on earth. He is aformidable adversary, though ultimately judged and defeated
by the work of Christ on the cross. Heis aroaring lion, seeking to so frighten us as to respond
foolishly. Satan is no friend of ours that we should toy with him. He seeks to devour and
destroy us. So we must be wise, watchful and self-controlled lest the devil get the better of us.

How can we stand against the devil? We can resist Satan, knowing that he must flee those who
resist him. We must be steadfast in our faith, always looking to Jesus as our Savior and
Defender. We stand in the knowledge that our suffering is only that which is common among
our brothersin Chrigt, so that we are not frightened or destroyed by them.

(5:10-11) The theme of this letter is God's grace, so the benediction speaks of the “God of all
grace”. To the Jewish mind this picture of God would be different and foreign — yet refreshing.
Why? Christ Jesus has called us to His eternal glory. When we are “in Christ,” His glory is our
glory. Satan offered Jesus the passing glory of earthly when tempting Jesus in the desert. Jesus
chose the way of the cross— the way through suffering, death, and resurrection to eternal glory.

In the midst of the benediction we find a promise that we will suffer “for a while’. The
references to times and periods of time in this letter make for an interesting study. Why not
read through the letter again and note down the references? The fact is that our suffering lasts
for just a short time here on earth. Those who are punished in hell will suffer for all eternity.
The purpose of our suffering isthat we be perfected, established, strengthened and settled.

The purpose of our existence is to glorify God in Christ, that He may have dominion forever
and ever. When we submit to one another we glorify God in showing His new life at work in us.
Likewise we show that, in Christ, we submit to God’s dominion in our lives, becoming subjects
of His kingdom.

(5:12) Silvanus or Silas was either the scribe who transcribed this letter or the messenger who
carried it to the various churches — or both. Peter the letter by his assurance that he considers
Silvanus to be a faithful brother. Though brief, this letter is packed with important truth. The
dual work of thisletter is to exhort to action and testify to the truth about the grace of God. We
stand by God's grace alone. God's grace has been the focus of this whole letter. It is very
important for us to understand God’ s grace to us and live in light of that grace.

(5:13) Peter sends greetings from the church in Babylon. Jews remained in Babylon for many
centuries after a small band of Jews returned from captivity in Babylon. Babylon had fallen but
was not destroyed and continued to be home to many Jewish people. No matter whereJohn
Mark was with Peter. This Mark was probably the author of the gospel according to Mark,
occasional companion of Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys and the reputed founder of
the church at Alexandria. Perhaps Peter calls Mark his son because Mark met Christ under
Peter’s ministry. Acts 12 tells us that Peter was well known at John Mark’ s house.

(5:14) We are to greet one another with outward, visible demonstration of our love for one
another — not mere earthly love, but that true love that exists only within God’'s family. Peter
bids us “Shalom” who have found true peace in Christ. We may be pilgrims of the dispersion,
but we are at peace and at home in Christ. Peter joins Paul in teaching the vital importance of
our position “in Christ”. Many aspects of the Christian life cannot be understood apart from
thisteaching. In Christ we have grace and peace in the midst of earthly trials and suffering. So
beit!

P.S. Recordings and notes for these studies are available at http://www.jstoker.name . A
podcast is available at http://feeds.feedburner.com/CCF-T-Podcast .
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5. Take hold of that true grace of God in which we stand,
6. Know the fellowship of the elect of every nation, and
7. Bealwaysin Christ, that we may know the peace of God.

A few final exhortations concerned with the order and unity and preservation of the church end
this letter from Peter. The theme is “standing in God's grace”. The context is the growing
persecution of Christians.

(5:1-4) The older and more mature among the elect are set apart as leaders. There are times
when leaders regret their position; they are grieved when those under their care suffer
persecution for following Christ. Leaders are sensitive to their own failures. Peter is such a
leader. Our pastors are such leaders. What encouragement is offered to shepherds, to leaders?

First, Peter stands beside these leaders, and so we must encourage our pastors and elders.
Leaders are not to be hung out to dry, even when they seem to fail in their calling. Second, they
must be reminded that God’s Chosen One suffered for us. If our Lord suffered, can we expect
anything less? Third, they must look to that unfading crown of glory that awaits faithful
servants. They can expect no earthly glory for their service, but only infamy and reviling. Yet
they can expect an eternal weight of glory. Fourth, these leaders are exhorted as to how they
are to serve God. They are to watch over God's flock as shepherds. It is an honor and joy to
serve God in thisway. They are to keep the “edge”, serving with all strength and enthusiasm,
honestly earning the rewards of faithful service. They are to be “servant leaders,” leading by
example. Leaders serve under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who knows their trials, and
who will reward their faithful service.

Those who have been long in the faith are, in some sense, “elders’, as are all who have been
trained in the word. The question is not whether or not we have the formal position or title, but
whether we are serving in obedience to our calling — are we shepherding God's flock? Maybe
that flock is a Sunday school class, or a small group, a family, a group of neighbors, or a group
of friends. Are we looking out for their spiritual well-being?



(5:5-7) Elders cannot shepherd sheep that will not follow, saints that will not submit to authority.

Our old nature tends toward anarchy and to dislikes every authority placed over us. We want to
go our own way and do our own thing. As younger people we are to submit to the authority
that God has placed over us for our benefit and protection. There are no conditions on this
command: we are to submit to the authority of our elders whether or not we agree with our
elders, whether or not it hurts to submit, whether or not we see our elders as wise and godly
examples, whether or not we consider ourselvesto be elders.

The principle is general: We are all to submit to one another in humility; there are no
exceptions. We break fellowship and harmony when we put our will before the needs and will
of others. Humility is the clothing that covers the nakedness of our old, selfish nature. Why
does the spirit give us such a broad rule?

We need God's grace more than anything in this world. But pride disqualifies us from
receiving God's unmerited favor. God cannot show His favor to those who think or act as if
they somehow earned, deserved, or are entitled to His special favor. We demonstrate our
attitude toward God by the way that we deal with our brothers and sisters in Christ. By
humility we demonstrate our readiness to receive God's grace as grace. How much is God’s
grace worth to us? What should we change about our lives to show God how much we value
Hisgrace? It isinteresting to compare the 1 Peter 2:1-3 with the present passage.

Our attitude toward earthly authority changes completely when we view it as God's mighty
hand at work on earth. But how are authorities appointed? God exalts people to the place of
authority; men do not appoint authorities nor do we take authority for ourselves. By His mighty
hand God cares for us, so we can cast our cares on God. God cares for us by appointing some
as shepherds and by enabling those who serve as shepherds and enabling all of us to submit to
His authority. Where do divisions and rebellions come from? Is it not from the cares and
worries which we have not entrusted to God?

(5:8-9) Many people today see themselves as victims of genetics or upbringing or environment.
We are called to be watchful and self-controlled. We watch out for those things that will bring
us harm. We must control personality traits that lead us into temptation. We turn our worries
and cares over to God, yet we are not to be careless about how we live. Just as our confidence
grows out of the reality of God and His love for us, so our careful lifestyle grows out of an
acknowledgement of the reality of the devil and his evil intent and action toward us. The devil
walks about here on earth. He is aformidable adversary, though ultimately judged and defeated
by the work of Christ on the cross. Heis aroaring lion, seeking to so frighten us as to respond
foolishly. Satan is no friend of ours that we should toy with him. He seeks to devour and
destroy us. So we must be wise, watchful and self-controlled lest the devil get the better of us.

How can we stand against the devil? We can resist Satan, knowing that he must flee those who
resist him. We must be steadfast in our faith, always looking to Jesus as our Savior and
Defender. We stand in the knowledge that our suffering is only that which is common among
our brothersin Chrigt, so that we are not frightened or destroyed by them.

(5:10-11) The theme of this letter is God's grace, so the benediction speaks of the “God of all
grace”. To the Jewish mind this picture of God would be different and foreign — yet refreshing.
Why? Christ Jesus has called us to His eternal glory. When we are “in Christ,” His glory is our
glory. Satan offered Jesus the passing glory of earthly when tempting Jesus in the desert. Jesus
chose the way of the cross— the way through suffering, death, and resurrection to eternal glory.

In the midst of the benediction we find a promise that we will suffer “for a while’. The
references to times and periods of time in this letter make for an interesting study. Why not
read through the letter again and note down the references? The fact is that our suffering lasts
for just a short time here on earth. Those who are punished in hell will suffer for all eternity.
The purpose of our suffering isthat we be perfected, established, strengthened and settled.

The purpose of our existence is to glorify God in Christ, that He may have dominion forever
and ever. When we submit to one another we glorify God in showing His new life at work in us.
Likewise we show that, in Christ, we submit to God’s dominion in our lives, becoming subjects
of His kingdom.

(5:12) Silvanus or Silas was either the scribe who transcribed this letter or the messenger who
carried it to the various churches — or both. Peter the letter by his assurance that he considers
Silvanus to be a faithful brother. Though brief, this letter is packed with important truth. The
dual work of thisletter is to exhort to action and testify to the truth about the grace of God. We
stand by God's grace alone. God's grace has been the focus of this whole letter. It is very
important for us to understand God’ s grace to us and live in light of that grace.

(5:13) Peter sends greetings from the church in Babylon. Jews remained in Babylon for many
centuries after a small band of Jews returned from captivity in Babylon. Babylon had fallen but
was not destroyed and continued to be home to many Jewish people. No matter whereJohn
Mark was with Peter. This Mark was probably the author of the gospel according to Mark,
occasional companion of Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys and the reputed founder of
the church at Alexandria. Perhaps Peter calls Mark his son because Mark met Christ under
Peter’s ministry. Acts 12 tells us that Peter was well known at John Mark’ s house.

(5:14) We are to greet one another with outward, visible demonstration of our love for one
another — not mere earthly love, but that true love that exists only within God’'s family. Peter
bids us “Shalom” who have found true peace in Christ. We may be pilgrims of the dispersion,
but we are at peace and at home in Christ. Peter joins Paul in teaching the vital importance of
our position “in Christ”. Many aspects of the Christian life cannot be understood apart from
thisteaching. In Christ we have grace and peace in the midst of earthly trials and suffering. So
beit!

P.S. Recordings and notes for these studies are available at http://www.jstoker.name . A
podcast is available at http://feeds.feedburner.com/CCF-T-Podcast .
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5. Take hold of that true grace of God in which we stand,
6. Know the fellowship of the elect of every nation, and
7. Bealwaysin Christ, that we may know the peace of God.

A few final exhortations concerned with the order and unity and preservation of the church end
this letter from Peter. The theme is “standing in God's grace”. The context is the growing
persecution of Christians.

(5:1-4) The older and more mature among the elect are set apart as leaders. There are times
when leaders regret their position; they are grieved when those under their care suffer
persecution for following Christ. Leaders are sensitive to their own failures. Peter is such a
leader. Our pastors are such leaders. What encouragement is offered to shepherds, to leaders?

First, Peter stands beside these leaders, and so we must encourage our pastors and elders.
Leaders are not to be hung out to dry, even when they seem to fail in their calling. Second, they
must be reminded that God’s Chosen One suffered for us. If our Lord suffered, can we expect
anything less? Third, they must look to that unfading crown of glory that awaits faithful
servants. They can expect no earthly glory for their service, but only infamy and reviling. Yet
they can expect an eternal weight of glory. Fourth, these leaders are exhorted as to how they
are to serve God. They are to watch over God's flock as shepherds. It is an honor and joy to
serve God in thisway. They are to keep the “edge”, serving with all strength and enthusiasm,
honestly earning the rewards of faithful service. They are to be “servant leaders,” leading by
example. Leaders serve under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who knows their trials, and
who will reward their faithful service.

Those who have been long in the faith are, in some sense, “elders’, as are all who have been
trained in the word. The question is not whether or not we have the formal position or title, but
whether we are serving in obedience to our calling — are we shepherding God's flock? Maybe
that flock is a Sunday school class, or a small group, a family, a group of neighbors, or a group
of friends. Are we looking out for their spiritual well-being?



(5:5-7) Elders cannot shepherd sheep that will not follow, saints that will not submit to authority.

Our old nature tends toward anarchy and to dislikes every authority placed over us. We want to
go our own way and do our own thing. As younger people we are to submit to the authority
that God has placed over us for our benefit and protection. There are no conditions on this
command: we are to submit to the authority of our elders whether or not we agree with our
elders, whether or not it hurts to submit, whether or not we see our elders as wise and godly
examples, whether or not we consider ourselvesto be elders.

The principle is general: We are all to submit to one another in humility; there are no
exceptions. We break fellowship and harmony when we put our will before the needs and will
of others. Humility is the clothing that covers the nakedness of our old, selfish nature. Why
does the spirit give us such a broad rule?

We need God's grace more than anything in this world. But pride disqualifies us from
receiving God's unmerited favor. God cannot show His favor to those who think or act as if
they somehow earned, deserved, or are entitled to His special favor. We demonstrate our
attitude toward God by the way that we deal with our brothers and sisters in Christ. By
humility we demonstrate our readiness to receive God's grace as grace. How much is God’s
grace worth to us? What should we change about our lives to show God how much we value
Hisgrace? It isinteresting to compare the 1 Peter 2:1-3 with the present passage.

Our attitude toward earthly authority changes completely when we view it as God's mighty
hand at work on earth. But how are authorities appointed? God exalts people to the place of
authority; men do not appoint authorities nor do we take authority for ourselves. By His mighty
hand God cares for us, so we can cast our cares on God. God cares for us by appointing some
as shepherds and by enabling those who serve as shepherds and enabling all of us to submit to
His authority. Where do divisions and rebellions come from? Is it not from the cares and
worries which we have not entrusted to God?

(5:8-9) Many people today see themselves as victims of genetics or upbringing or environment.
We are called to be watchful and self-controlled. We watch out for those things that will bring
us harm. We must control personality traits that lead us into temptation. We turn our worries
and cares over to God, yet we are not to be careless about how we live. Just as our confidence
grows out of the reality of God and His love for us, so our careful lifestyle grows out of an
acknowledgement of the reality of the devil and his evil intent and action toward us. The devil
walks about here on earth. He is aformidable adversary, though ultimately judged and defeated
by the work of Christ on the cross. Heis aroaring lion, seeking to so frighten us as to respond
foolishly. Satan is no friend of ours that we should toy with him. He seeks to devour and
destroy us. So we must be wise, watchful and self-controlled lest the devil get the better of us.

How can we stand against the devil? We can resist Satan, knowing that he must flee those who
resist him. We must be steadfast in our faith, always looking to Jesus as our Savior and
Defender. We stand in the knowledge that our suffering is only that which is common among
our brothersin Chrigt, so that we are not frightened or destroyed by them.

(5:10-11) The theme of this letter is God's grace, so the benediction speaks of the “God of all
grace”. To the Jewish mind this picture of God would be different and foreign — yet refreshing.
Why? Christ Jesus has called us to His eternal glory. When we are “in Christ,” His glory is our
glory. Satan offered Jesus the passing glory of earthly when tempting Jesus in the desert. Jesus
chose the way of the cross— the way through suffering, death, and resurrection to eternal glory.

In the midst of the benediction we find a promise that we will suffer “for a while’. The
references to times and periods of time in this letter make for an interesting study. Why not
read through the letter again and note down the references? The fact is that our suffering lasts
for just a short time here on earth. Those who are punished in hell will suffer for all eternity.
The purpose of our suffering isthat we be perfected, established, strengthened and settled.

The purpose of our existence is to glorify God in Christ, that He may have dominion forever
and ever. When we submit to one another we glorify God in showing His new life at work in us.
Likewise we show that, in Christ, we submit to God’s dominion in our lives, becoming subjects
of His kingdom.

(5:12) Silvanus or Silas was either the scribe who transcribed this letter or the messenger who
carried it to the various churches — or both. Peter the letter by his assurance that he considers
Silvanus to be a faithful brother. Though brief, this letter is packed with important truth. The
dual work of thisletter is to exhort to action and testify to the truth about the grace of God. We
stand by God's grace alone. God's grace has been the focus of this whole letter. It is very
important for us to understand God’ s grace to us and live in light of that grace.

(5:13) Peter sends greetings from the church in Babylon. Jews remained in Babylon for many
centuries after a small band of Jews returned from captivity in Babylon. Babylon had fallen but
was not destroyed and continued to be home to many Jewish people. No matter whereJohn
Mark was with Peter. This Mark was probably the author of the gospel according to Mark,
occasional companion of Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys and the reputed founder of
the church at Alexandria. Perhaps Peter calls Mark his son because Mark met Christ under
Peter’s ministry. Acts 12 tells us that Peter was well known at John Mark’ s house.

(5:14) We are to greet one another with outward, visible demonstration of our love for one
another — not mere earthly love, but that true love that exists only within God’'s family. Peter
bids us “Shalom” who have found true peace in Christ. We may be pilgrims of the dispersion,
but we are at peace and at home in Christ. Peter joins Paul in teaching the vital importance of
our position “in Christ”. Many aspects of the Christian life cannot be understood apart from
thisteaching. In Christ we have grace and peace in the midst of earthly trials and suffering. So
beit!

P.S. Recordings and notes for these studies are available at http://www.jstoker.name . A
podcast is available at http://feeds.feedburner.com/CCF-T-Podcast .
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5. Take hold of that true grace of God in which we stand,
6. Know the fellowship of the elect of every nation, and
7. Bealwaysin Christ, that we may know the peace of God.

A few final exhortations concerned with the order and unity and preservation of the church end
this letter from Peter. The theme is “standing in God's grace”. The context is the growing
persecution of Christians.

(5:1-4) The older and more mature among the elect are set apart as leaders. There are times
when leaders regret their position; they are grieved when those under their care suffer
persecution for following Christ. Leaders are sensitive to their own failures. Peter is such a
leader. Our pastors are such leaders. What encouragement is offered to shepherds, to leaders?

First, Peter stands beside these leaders, and so we must encourage our pastors and elders.
Leaders are not to be hung out to dry, even when they seem to fail in their calling. Second, they
must be reminded that God’s Chosen One suffered for us. If our Lord suffered, can we expect
anything less? Third, they must look to that unfading crown of glory that awaits faithful
servants. They can expect no earthly glory for their service, but only infamy and reviling. Yet
they can expect an eternal weight of glory. Fourth, these leaders are exhorted as to how they
are to serve God. They are to watch over God's flock as shepherds. It is an honor and joy to
serve God in thisway. They are to keep the “edge”, serving with all strength and enthusiasm,
honestly earning the rewards of faithful service. They are to be “servant leaders,” leading by
example. Leaders serve under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who knows their trials, and
who will reward their faithful service.

Those who have been long in the faith are, in some sense, “elders’, as are all who have been
trained in the word. The question is not whether or not we have the formal position or title, but
whether we are serving in obedience to our calling — are we shepherding God's flock? Maybe
that flock is a Sunday school class, or a small group, a family, a group of neighbors, or a group
of friends. Are we looking out for their spiritual well-being?



(5:5-7) Elders cannot shepherd sheep that will not follow, saints that will not submit to authority.

Our old nature tends toward anarchy and to dislikes every authority placed over us. We want to
go our own way and do our own thing. As younger people we are to submit to the authority
that God has placed over us for our benefit and protection. There are no conditions on this
command: we are to submit to the authority of our elders whether or not we agree with our
elders, whether or not it hurts to submit, whether or not we see our elders as wise and godly
examples, whether or not we consider ourselvesto be elders.

The principle is general: We are all to submit to one another in humility; there are no
exceptions. We break fellowship and harmony when we put our will before the needs and will
of others. Humility is the clothing that covers the nakedness of our old, selfish nature. Why
does the spirit give us such a broad rule?

We need God's grace more than anything in this world. But pride disqualifies us from
receiving God's unmerited favor. God cannot show His favor to those who think or act as if
they somehow earned, deserved, or are entitled to His special favor. We demonstrate our
attitude toward God by the way that we deal with our brothers and sisters in Christ. By
humility we demonstrate our readiness to receive God's grace as grace. How much is God’s
grace worth to us? What should we change about our lives to show God how much we value
Hisgrace? It isinteresting to compare the 1 Peter 2:1-3 with the present passage.

Our attitude toward earthly authority changes completely when we view it as God's mighty
hand at work on earth. But how are authorities appointed? God exalts people to the place of
authority; men do not appoint authorities nor do we take authority for ourselves. By His mighty
hand God cares for us, so we can cast our cares on God. God cares for us by appointing some
as shepherds and by enabling those who serve as shepherds and enabling all of us to submit to
His authority. Where do divisions and rebellions come from? Is it not from the cares and
worries which we have not entrusted to God?

(5:8-9) Many people today see themselves as victims of genetics or upbringing or environment.
We are called to be watchful and self-controlled. We watch out for those things that will bring
us harm. We must control personality traits that lead us into temptation. We turn our worries
and cares over to God, yet we are not to be careless about how we live. Just as our confidence
grows out of the reality of God and His love for us, so our careful lifestyle grows out of an
acknowledgement of the reality of the devil and his evil intent and action toward us. The devil
walks about here on earth. He is aformidable adversary, though ultimately judged and defeated
by the work of Christ on the cross. Heis aroaring lion, seeking to so frighten us as to respond
foolishly. Satan is no friend of ours that we should toy with him. He seeks to devour and
destroy us. So we must be wise, watchful and self-controlled lest the devil get the better of us.

How can we stand against the devil? We can resist Satan, knowing that he must flee those who
resist him. We must be steadfast in our faith, always looking to Jesus as our Savior and
Defender. We stand in the knowledge that our suffering is only that which is common among
our brothersin Chrigt, so that we are not frightened or destroyed by them.

(5:10-11) The theme of this letter is God's grace, so the benediction speaks of the “God of all
grace”. To the Jewish mind this picture of God would be different and foreign — yet refreshing.
Why? Christ Jesus has called us to His eternal glory. When we are “in Christ,” His glory is our
glory. Satan offered Jesus the passing glory of earthly when tempting Jesus in the desert. Jesus
chose the way of the cross— the way through suffering, death, and resurrection to eternal glory.

In the midst of the benediction we find a promise that we will suffer “for a while’. The
references to times and periods of time in this letter make for an interesting study. Why not
read through the letter again and note down the references? The fact is that our suffering lasts
for just a short time here on earth. Those who are punished in hell will suffer for all eternity.
The purpose of our suffering isthat we be perfected, established, strengthened and settled.

The purpose of our existence is to glorify God in Christ, that He may have dominion forever
and ever. When we submit to one another we glorify God in showing His new life at work in us.
Likewise we show that, in Christ, we submit to God’s dominion in our lives, becoming subjects
of His kingdom.

(5:12) Silvanus or Silas was either the scribe who transcribed this letter or the messenger who
carried it to the various churches — or both. Peter the letter by his assurance that he considers
Silvanus to be a faithful brother. Though brief, this letter is packed with important truth. The
dual work of thisletter is to exhort to action and testify to the truth about the grace of God. We
stand by God's grace alone. God's grace has been the focus of this whole letter. It is very
important for us to understand God’ s grace to us and live in light of that grace.

(5:13) Peter sends greetings from the church in Babylon. Jews remained in Babylon for many
centuries after a small band of Jews returned from captivity in Babylon. Babylon had fallen but
was not destroyed and continued to be home to many Jewish people. No matter whereJohn
Mark was with Peter. This Mark was probably the author of the gospel according to Mark,
occasional companion of Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys and the reputed founder of
the church at Alexandria. Perhaps Peter calls Mark his son because Mark met Christ under
Peter’s ministry. Acts 12 tells us that Peter was well known at John Mark’ s house.

(5:14) We are to greet one another with outward, visible demonstration of our love for one
another — not mere earthly love, but that true love that exists only within God’'s family. Peter
bids us “Shalom” who have found true peace in Christ. We may be pilgrims of the dispersion,
but we are at peace and at home in Christ. Peter joins Paul in teaching the vital importance of
our position “in Christ”. Many aspects of the Christian life cannot be understood apart from
thisteaching. In Christ we have grace and peace in the midst of earthly trials and suffering. So
beit!

P.S. Recordings and notes for these studies are available at http://www.jstoker.name . A
podcast is available at http://feeds.feedburner.com/CCF-T-Podcast .
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5. Take hold of that true grace of God in which we stand,
6. Know the fellowship of the elect of every nation, and
7. Bealwaysin Christ, that we may know the peace of God.

A few final exhortations concerned with the order and unity and preservation of the church end
this letter from Peter. The theme is “standing in God's grace”. The context is the growing
persecution of Christians.

(5:1-4) The older and more mature among the elect are set apart as leaders. There are times
when leaders regret their position; they are grieved when those under their care suffer
persecution for following Christ. Leaders are sensitive to their own failures. Peter is such a
leader. Our pastors are such leaders. What encouragement is offered to shepherds, to leaders?

First, Peter stands beside these leaders, and so we must encourage our pastors and elders.
Leaders are not to be hung out to dry, even when they seem to fail in their calling. Second, they
must be reminded that God’s Chosen One suffered for us. If our Lord suffered, can we expect
anything less? Third, they must look to that unfading crown of glory that awaits faithful
servants. They can expect no earthly glory for their service, but only infamy and reviling. Yet
they can expect an eternal weight of glory. Fourth, these leaders are exhorted as to how they
are to serve God. They are to watch over God's flock as shepherds. It is an honor and joy to
serve God in thisway. They are to keep the “edge”, serving with all strength and enthusiasm,
honestly earning the rewards of faithful service. They are to be “servant leaders,” leading by
example. Leaders serve under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who knows their trials, and
who will reward their faithful service.

Those who have been long in the faith are, in some sense, “elders’, as are all who have been
trained in the word. The question is not whether or not we have the formal position or title, but
whether we are serving in obedience to our calling — are we shepherding God's flock? Maybe
that flock is a Sunday school class, or a small group, a family, a group of neighbors, or a group
of friends. Are we looking out for their spiritual well-being?



(5:5-7) Elders cannot shepherd sheep that will not follow, saints that will not submit to authority.

Our old nature tends toward anarchy and to dislikes every authority placed over us. We want to
go our own way and do our own thing. As younger people we are to submit to the authority
that God has placed over us for our benefit and protection. There are no conditions on this
command: we are to submit to the authority of our elders whether or not we agree with our
elders, whether or not it hurts to submit, whether or not we see our elders as wise and godly
examples, whether or not we consider ourselvesto be elders.

The principle is general: We are all to submit to one another in humility; there are no
exceptions. We break fellowship and harmony when we put our will before the needs and will
of others. Humility is the clothing that covers the nakedness of our old, selfish nature. Why
does the spirit give us such a broad rule?

We need God's grace more than anything in this world. But pride disqualifies us from
receiving God's unmerited favor. God cannot show His favor to those who think or act as if
they somehow earned, deserved, or are entitled to His special favor. We demonstrate our
attitude toward God by the way that we deal with our brothers and sisters in Christ. By
humility we demonstrate our readiness to receive God's grace as grace. How much is God’s
grace worth to us? What should we change about our lives to show God how much we value
Hisgrace? It isinteresting to compare the 1 Peter 2:1-3 with the present passage.

Our attitude toward earthly authority changes completely when we view it as God's mighty
hand at work on earth. But how are authorities appointed? God exalts people to the place of
authority; men do not appoint authorities nor do we take authority for ourselves. By His mighty
hand God cares for us, so we can cast our cares on God. God cares for us by appointing some
as shepherds and by enabling those who serve as shepherds and enabling all of us to submit to
His authority. Where do divisions and rebellions come from? Is it not from the cares and
worries which we have not entrusted to God?

(5:8-9) Many people today see themselves as victims of genetics or upbringing or environment.
We are called to be watchful and self-controlled. We watch out for those things that will bring
us harm. We must control personality traits that lead us into temptation. We turn our worries
and cares over to God, yet we are not to be careless about how we live. Just as our confidence
grows out of the reality of God and His love for us, so our careful lifestyle grows out of an
acknowledgement of the reality of the devil and his evil intent and action toward us. The devil
walks about here on earth. He is aformidable adversary, though ultimately judged and defeated
by the work of Christ on the cross. Heis aroaring lion, seeking to so frighten us as to respond
foolishly. Satan is no friend of ours that we should toy with him. He seeks to devour and
destroy us. So we must be wise, watchful and self-controlled lest the devil get the better of us.

How can we stand against the devil? We can resist Satan, knowing that he must flee those who
resist him. We must be steadfast in our faith, always looking to Jesus as our Savior and
Defender. We stand in the knowledge that our suffering is only that which is common among
our brothersin Chrigt, so that we are not frightened or destroyed by them.

(5:10-11) The theme of this letter is God's grace, so the benediction speaks of the “God of all
grace”. To the Jewish mind this picture of God would be different and foreign — yet refreshing.
Why? Christ Jesus has called us to His eternal glory. When we are “in Christ,” His glory is our
glory. Satan offered Jesus the passing glory of earthly when tempting Jesus in the desert. Jesus
chose the way of the cross— the way through suffering, death, and resurrection to eternal glory.

In the midst of the benediction we find a promise that we will suffer “for a while’. The
references to times and periods of time in this letter make for an interesting study. Why not
read through the letter again and note down the references? The fact is that our suffering lasts
for just a short time here on earth. Those who are punished in hell will suffer for all eternity.
The purpose of our suffering isthat we be perfected, established, strengthened and settled.

The purpose of our existence is to glorify God in Christ, that He may have dominion forever
and ever. When we submit to one another we glorify God in showing His new life at work in us.
Likewise we show that, in Christ, we submit to God’s dominion in our lives, becoming subjects
of His kingdom.

(5:12) Silvanus or Silas was either the scribe who transcribed this letter or the messenger who
carried it to the various churches — or both. Peter the letter by his assurance that he considers
Silvanus to be a faithful brother. Though brief, this letter is packed with important truth. The
dual work of thisletter is to exhort to action and testify to the truth about the grace of God. We
stand by God's grace alone. God's grace has been the focus of this whole letter. It is very
important for us to understand God’ s grace to us and live in light of that grace.

(5:13) Peter sends greetings from the church in Babylon. Jews remained in Babylon for many
centuries after a small band of Jews returned from captivity in Babylon. Babylon had fallen but
was not destroyed and continued to be home to many Jewish people. No matter whereJohn
Mark was with Peter. This Mark was probably the author of the gospel according to Mark,
occasional companion of Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys and the reputed founder of
the church at Alexandria. Perhaps Peter calls Mark his son because Mark met Christ under
Peter’s ministry. Acts 12 tells us that Peter was well known at John Mark’ s house.

(5:14) We are to greet one another with outward, visible demonstration of our love for one
another — not mere earthly love, but that true love that exists only within God’'s family. Peter
bids us “Shalom” who have found true peace in Christ. We may be pilgrims of the dispersion,
but we are at peace and at home in Christ. Peter joins Paul in teaching the vital importance of
our position “in Christ”. Many aspects of the Christian life cannot be understood apart from
thisteaching. In Christ we have grace and peace in the midst of earthly trials and suffering. So
beit!

P.S. Recordings and notes for these studies are available at http://www.jstoker.name . A
podcast is available at http://feeds.feedburner.com/CCF-T-Podcast .
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3. The fox - es foundrest, and the birds their nest In  the task on earth. Let usask God to help us do the following:
4. Thou cam - est, O Lord, with the liv - ing word That should . i L
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5. Take hold of that true grace of God in which we stand,
6. Know the fellowship of the elect of every nation, and
7. Bealwaysin Christ, that we may know the peace of God.

A few final exhortations concerned with the order and unity and preservation of the church end
this letter from Peter. The theme is “standing in God's grace”. The context is the growing
persecution of Christians.

(5:1-4) The older and more mature among the elect are set apart as leaders. There are times
when leaders regret their position; they are grieved when those under their care suffer
persecution for following Christ. Leaders are sensitive to their own failures. Peter is such a
leader. Our pastors are such leaders. What encouragement is offered to shepherds, to leaders?

First, Peter stands beside these leaders, and so we must encourage our pastors and elders.
Leaders are not to be hung out to dry, even when they seem to fail in their calling. Second, they
must be reminded that God’s Chosen One suffered for us. If our Lord suffered, can we expect
anything less? Third, they must look to that unfading crown of glory that awaits faithful
servants. They can expect no earthly glory for their service, but only infamy and reviling. Yet
they can expect an eternal weight of glory. Fourth, these leaders are exhorted as to how they
are to serve God. They are to watch over God's flock as shepherds. It is an honor and joy to
serve God in thisway. They are to keep the “edge”, serving with all strength and enthusiasm,
honestly earning the rewards of faithful service. They are to be “servant leaders,” leading by
example. Leaders serve under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who knows their trials, and
who will reward their faithful service.

Those who have been long in the faith are, in some sense, “elders’, as are all who have been
trained in the word. The question is not whether or not we have the formal position or title, but
whether we are serving in obedience to our calling — are we shepherding God's flock? Maybe
that flock is a Sunday school class, or a small group, a family, a group of neighbors, or a group
of friends. Are we looking out for their spiritual well-being?



(5:5-7) Elders cannot shepherd sheep that will not follow, saints that will not submit to authority.

Our old nature tends toward anarchy and to dislikes every authority placed over us. We want to
go our own way and do our own thing. As younger people we are to submit to the authority
that God has placed over us for our benefit and protection. There are no conditions on this
command: we are to submit to the authority of our elders whether or not we agree with our
elders, whether or not it hurts to submit, whether or not we see our elders as wise and godly
examples, whether or not we consider ourselvesto be elders.

The principle is general: We are all to submit to one another in humility; there are no
exceptions. We break fellowship and harmony when we put our will before the needs and will
of others. Humility is the clothing that covers the nakedness of our old, selfish nature. Why
does the spirit give us such a broad rule?

We need God's grace more than anything in this world. But pride disqualifies us from
receiving God's unmerited favor. God cannot show His favor to those who think or act as if
they somehow earned, deserved, or are entitled to His special favor. We demonstrate our
attitude toward God by the way that we deal with our brothers and sisters in Christ. By
humility we demonstrate our readiness to receive God's grace as grace. How much is God’s
grace worth to us? What should we change about our lives to show God how much we value
Hisgrace? It isinteresting to compare the 1 Peter 2:1-3 with the present passage.

Our attitude toward earthly authority changes completely when we view it as God's mighty
hand at work on earth. But how are authorities appointed? God exalts people to the place of
authority; men do not appoint authorities nor do we take authority for ourselves. By His mighty
hand God cares for us, so we can cast our cares on God. God cares for us by appointing some
as shepherds and by enabling those who serve as shepherds and enabling all of us to submit to
His authority. Where do divisions and rebellions come from? Is it not from the cares and
worries which we have not entrusted to God?

(5:8-9) Many people today see themselves as victims of genetics or upbringing or environment.
We are called to be watchful and self-controlled. We watch out for those things that will bring
us harm. We must control personality traits that lead us into temptation. We turn our worries
and cares over to God, yet we are not to be careless about how we live. Just as our confidence
grows out of the reality of God and His love for us, so our careful lifestyle grows out of an
acknowledgement of the reality of the devil and his evil intent and action toward us. The devil
walks about here on earth. He is aformidable adversary, though ultimately judged and defeated
by the work of Christ on the cross. Heis aroaring lion, seeking to so frighten us as to respond
foolishly. Satan is no friend of ours that we should toy with him. He seeks to devour and
destroy us. So we must be wise, watchful and self-controlled lest the devil get the better of us.

How can we stand against the devil? We can resist Satan, knowing that he must flee those who
resist him. We must be steadfast in our faith, always looking to Jesus as our Savior and
Defender. We stand in the knowledge that our suffering is only that which is common among
our brothersin Chrigt, so that we are not frightened or destroyed by them.

(5:10-11) The theme of this letter is God's grace, so the benediction speaks of the “God of all
grace”. To the Jewish mind this picture of God would be different and foreign — yet refreshing.
Why? Christ Jesus has called us to His eternal glory. When we are “in Christ,” His glory is our
glory. Satan offered Jesus the passing glory of earthly when tempting Jesus in the desert. Jesus
chose the way of the cross— the way through suffering, death, and resurrection to eternal glory.

In the midst of the benediction we find a promise that we will suffer “for a while’. The
references to times and periods of time in this letter make for an interesting study. Why not
read through the letter again and note down the references? The fact is that our suffering lasts
for just a short time here on earth. Those who are punished in hell will suffer for all eternity.
The purpose of our suffering isthat we be perfected, established, strengthened and settled.

The purpose of our existence is to glorify God in Christ, that He may have dominion forever
and ever. When we submit to one another we glorify God in showing His new life at work in us.
Likewise we show that, in Christ, we submit to God’s dominion in our lives, becoming subjects
of His kingdom.

(5:12) Silvanus or Silas was either the scribe who transcribed this letter or the messenger who
carried it to the various churches — or both. Peter the letter by his assurance that he considers
Silvanus to be a faithful brother. Though brief, this letter is packed with important truth. The
dual work of thisletter is to exhort to action and testify to the truth about the grace of God. We
stand by God's grace alone. God's grace has been the focus of this whole letter. It is very
important for us to understand God’ s grace to us and live in light of that grace.

(5:13) Peter sends greetings from the church in Babylon. Jews remained in Babylon for many
centuries after a small band of Jews returned from captivity in Babylon. Babylon had fallen but
was not destroyed and continued to be home to many Jewish people. No matter whereJohn
Mark was with Peter. This Mark was probably the author of the gospel according to Mark,
occasional companion of Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys and the reputed founder of
the church at Alexandria. Perhaps Peter calls Mark his son because Mark met Christ under
Peter’s ministry. Acts 12 tells us that Peter was well known at John Mark’ s house.

(5:14) We are to greet one another with outward, visible demonstration of our love for one
another — not mere earthly love, but that true love that exists only within God’'s family. Peter
bids us “Shalom” who have found true peace in Christ. We may be pilgrims of the dispersion,
but we are at peace and at home in Christ. Peter joins Paul in teaching the vital importance of
our position “in Christ”. Many aspects of the Christian life cannot be understood apart from
thisteaching. In Christ we have grace and peace in the midst of earthly trials and suffering. So
beit!

P.S. Recordings and notes for these studies are available at http://www.jstoker.name . A
podcast is available at http://feeds.feedburner.com/CCF-T-Podcast .
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5. Take hold of that true grace of God in which we stand,
6. Know the fellowship of the elect of every nation, and
7. Bealwaysin Christ, that we may know the peace of God.

A few final exhortations concerned with the order and unity and preservation of the church end
this letter from Peter. The theme is “standing in God's grace”. The context is the growing
persecution of Christians.

(5:1-4) The older and more mature among the elect are set apart as leaders. There are times
when leaders regret their position; they are grieved when those under their care suffer
persecution for following Christ. Leaders are sensitive to their own failures. Peter is such a
leader. Our pastors are such leaders. What encouragement is offered to shepherds, to leaders?

First, Peter stands beside these leaders, and so we must encourage our pastors and elders.
Leaders are not to be hung out to dry, even when they seem to fail in their calling. Second, they
must be reminded that God’s Chosen One suffered for us. If our Lord suffered, can we expect
anything less? Third, they must look to that unfading crown of glory that awaits faithful
servants. They can expect no earthly glory for their service, but only infamy and reviling. Yet
they can expect an eternal weight of glory. Fourth, these leaders are exhorted as to how they
are to serve God. They are to watch over God's flock as shepherds. It is an honor and joy to
serve God in thisway. They are to keep the “edge”, serving with all strength and enthusiasm,
honestly earning the rewards of faithful service. They are to be “servant leaders,” leading by
example. Leaders serve under the Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ, who knows their trials, and
who will reward their faithful service.

Those who have been long in the faith are, in some sense, “elders’, as are all who have been
trained in the word. The question is not whether or not we have the formal position or title, but
whether we are serving in obedience to our calling — are we shepherding God's flock? Maybe
that flock is a Sunday school class, or a small group, a family, a group of neighbors, or a group
of friends. Are we looking out for their spiritual well-being?



(5:5-7) Elders cannot shepherd sheep that will not follow, saints that will not submit to authority.

Our old nature tends toward anarchy and to dislikes every authority placed over us. We want to
go our own way and do our own thing. As younger people we are to submit to the authority
that God has placed over us for our benefit and protection. There are no conditions on this
command: we are to submit to the authority of our elders whether or not we agree with our
elders, whether or not it hurts to submit, whether or not we see our elders as wise and godly
examples, whether or not we consider ourselvesto be elders.

The principle is general: We are all to submit to one another in humility; there are no
exceptions. We break fellowship and harmony when we put our will before the needs and will
of others. Humility is the clothing that covers the nakedness of our old, selfish nature. Why
does the spirit give us such a broad rule?

We need God's grace more than anything in this world. But pride disqualifies us from
receiving God's unmerited favor. God cannot show His favor to those who think or act as if
they somehow earned, deserved, or are entitled to His special favor. We demonstrate our
attitude toward God by the way that we deal with our brothers and sisters in Christ. By
humility we demonstrate our readiness to receive God's grace as grace. How much is God’s
grace worth to us? What should we change about our lives to show God how much we value
Hisgrace? It isinteresting to compare the 1 Peter 2:1-3 with the present passage.

Our attitude toward earthly authority changes completely when we view it as God's mighty
hand at work on earth. But how are authorities appointed? God exalts people to the place of
authority; men do not appoint authorities nor do we take authority for ourselves. By His mighty
hand God cares for us, so we can cast our cares on God. God cares for us by appointing some
as shepherds and by enabling those who serve as shepherds and enabling all of us to submit to
His authority. Where do divisions and rebellions come from? Is it not from the cares and
worries which we have not entrusted to God?

(5:8-9) Many people today see themselves as victims of genetics or upbringing or environment.
We are called to be watchful and self-controlled. We watch out for those things that will bring
us harm. We must control personality traits that lead us into temptation. We turn our worries
and cares over to God, yet we are not to be careless about how we live. Just as our confidence
grows out of the reality of God and His love for us, so our careful lifestyle grows out of an
acknowledgement of the reality of the devil and his evil intent and action toward us. The devil
walks about here on earth. He is aformidable adversary, though ultimately judged and defeated
by the work of Christ on the cross. Heis aroaring lion, seeking to so frighten us as to respond
foolishly. Satan is no friend of ours that we should toy with him. He seeks to devour and
destroy us. So we must be wise, watchful and self-controlled lest the devil get the better of us.

How can we stand against the devil? We can resist Satan, knowing that he must flee those who
resist him. We must be steadfast in our faith, always looking to Jesus as our Savior and
Defender. We stand in the knowledge that our suffering is only that which is common among
our brothersin Chrigt, so that we are not frightened or destroyed by them.

(5:10-11) The theme of this letter is God's grace, so the benediction speaks of the “God of all
grace”. To the Jewish mind this picture of God would be different and foreign — yet refreshing.
Why? Christ Jesus has called us to His eternal glory. When we are “in Christ,” His glory is our
glory. Satan offered Jesus the passing glory of earthly when tempting Jesus in the desert. Jesus
chose the way of the cross— the way through suffering, death, and resurrection to eternal glory.

In the midst of the benediction we find a promise that we will suffer “for a while’. The
references to times and periods of time in this letter make for an interesting study. Why not
read through the letter again and note down the references? The fact is that our suffering lasts
for just a short time here on earth. Those who are punished in hell will suffer for all eternity.
The purpose of our suffering isthat we be perfected, established, strengthened and settled.

The purpose of our existence is to glorify God in Christ, that He may have dominion forever
and ever. When we submit to one another we glorify God in showing His new life at work in us.
Likewise we show that, in Christ, we submit to God’s dominion in our lives, becoming subjects
of His kingdom.

(5:12) Silvanus or Silas was either the scribe who transcribed this letter or the messenger who
carried it to the various churches — or both. Peter the letter by his assurance that he considers
Silvanus to be a faithful brother. Though brief, this letter is packed with important truth. The
dual work of thisletter is to exhort to action and testify to the truth about the grace of God. We
stand by God's grace alone. God's grace has been the focus of this whole letter. It is very
important for us to understand God’ s grace to us and live in light of that grace.

(5:13) Peter sends greetings from the church in Babylon. Jews remained in Babylon for many
centuries after a small band of Jews returned from captivity in Babylon. Babylon had fallen but
was not destroyed and continued to be home to many Jewish people. No matter whereJohn
Mark was with Peter. This Mark was probably the author of the gospel according to Mark,
occasional companion of Paul and Barnabas on missionary journeys and the reputed founder of
the church at Alexandria. Perhaps Peter calls Mark his son because Mark met Christ under
Peter’s ministry. Acts 12 tells us that Peter was well known at John Mark’ s house.

(5:14) We are to greet one another with outward, visible demonstration of our love for one
another — not mere earthly love, but that true love that exists only within God’'s family. Peter
bids us “Shalom” who have found true peace in Christ. We may be pilgrims of the dispersion,
but we are at peace and at home in Christ. Peter joins Paul in teaching the vital importance of
our position “in Christ”. Many aspects of the Christian life cannot be understood apart from
thisteaching. In Christ we have grace and peace in the midst of earthly trials and suffering. So
beit!

P.S. Recordings and notes for these studies are available at http://www.jstoker.name . A
podcast is available at http://feeds.feedburner.com/CCF-T-Podcast .



