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John Chapter 12

Before beginning to read from John Chapter 12 let's spend some time in prayer,
considering what it means to glorify Jesus Christ. Let’s just:

. Lavishly pour out our love to Jesus,

. Consider the wonder of knowing Christ;

. Review all the wonders that God has done through Jesus

. Exalt the Lord as our Messiah, our only hope

. Offer ourselves as living sacrifices to God;

. Walk in the Light He gives, and

. Remove any obstacles or limitations to faith in Jesus Christ.
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Chapter 12 bringsto aclose the narrative account of Jesus' ministry in Galilee and Judea.
John moves on to detail those intimate upper room teachings of Jesus. Then the
crucifixion, resurrection and ascension narratives close out John' sgospel. Herein chapter
12 closure is given to the public ministry of Jesus—apart from thevital ministry of His
death and resurrection. Jesuswill interact mostly with His disciplesin the chapters that
follow, the public ministry of Jesus being at an end. We see the responses of those
“friends” of Jesus, of the Jews, of the multitude, of the Gentiles, and of the broader
category of “ Christ-followers’. And we see Jesus |ooking forward to the great work that
lay ahead, whilewistfully considering what had been accomplished in His years of public
ministry. A last call to faith is given as Jesus retires from public ministry. Times of
change comein our lives as well, when one ministry is finished and another is taken up.
We can learn many lessons about dealing with such changes from the example of our
Lord. Can you pick out those phrases that reveal the intense emotions of chapter 12?

Martha served, being ever the practical sister. Mary poured out her loveto Christ. The
businessman was appalled at the waste—and hisown personal loss. Lossand gain arethe
key to verses 1-8. Who lost what? Who gained what?

Jesus had become a star attraction, and Lazarus awonder to the crowds. Some put aprice
on Lazarus' head. Othersb ought into Lazarus' story and believed in Jesus. What wasthe
motive of the chief priests? What was the motive of those who believed? Why do we see
such polarization in peopl€e’ s response to Jesus?

The multitude of new believers welcomed Jesus as their King, hailing Him with pal
branches. Why did they hail Jesusthat day? What did this strike fear in the heart of the

Pharisees? Often we name Jesus as Lord without really letting Him rule. At other times
the Lordship of Christ strikes fear in our heart s, aswe consider our own insignificance.
What does it mean to call Jesus“Lord”? (Verses 12-19)

The Greeks sought to use Jesus as a means to restore their fortunes lost to the Romans.
Jesus knew that His glory lay along another path. And Jesus called Hisdisciplestofollow
Him on that path —the path to the cross. When the world offersall itsglory and wealth in
exchange for our allegiance we must not accept anything less than the glory and wealth
God has in store for those who are faithful to the end.

What isit that troubled Jesus as He came to the end of His ministry? (Verses 27-36) We
are often bitter and frustrated at how little God seemsto accomplish in our ministry, at the
hardness of men’s hearts. We must know that Jesus himself was troubled by the same
sorts of issuesas He ended His public ministry. Isthere any encouragement in that? How
so?

Noticethat verse 36 marksthe end of Jesus' public ministry. What followsis something
of asurvey of just where Jesus|eft off in Hisministry. Here (Verses 37-41) thefalureto
believein spite of the signsis detailed and explained. Thefailure to respond was exactly
as prophesied long before by Isaiah. Someissuesaretimeless. Thewonder of Christ, of
his words and works, islost to many hearts — even to thisday. Thewonders of God's
judgment on a Christ-rejecting world will likewisefail to turn many hearts (cf. Revelation
chapters 6-19).

Even among those who see, hear and believe there is an issue. Many will not confess
Christ because they love the praise of men more than the praise of God. How isthis
sentiment expressed today? |s there still a certain offense associated with Christ?

Thefinal publiccal isgiven. (Verses44-50) One cannot claimto believein God or even
know God while at the sametime rejecting Christ. Either we enter into the Light, or we
remain under judgment. Thewordsof Christ, Hisgospel of the Kingdom, bring judgment
to those who reject them or fail to embrace them by complete obedience. The word of
God becomesthat winnowing fork that separates the wheat from the chaff. What Jesus
spoke were the very words of the Father. Hiscommand iseverlasting life, so even Jesus
did not deviate one iotafrom what the Father gave Him to say. How do we respond to
those who call for usto “broaden” our message, or at least admit we might be wrong on
some points?

Let’sclosein quiet meditation on what Jesus has said to us. Hiswords are everlasting life
to us. What are we doing with His words?



